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The stories of the Qur'an are distinguished because of their 
beauty and excellent objective. Narratives from the Qur’an offer 
‘us beneficial knowledge and Buide us to approved principles 
and laws. We derive lesson from them 


We hope this attempt at Providing stories of women in the 
Qur'an will meet approval of our readers. These stories are not 
for a selected section of readers, but for everyone. 


Our aim is to Present them in a beautiful manner. But, the 
real aim is to gain Allah’s pleasure. We pray to Him to accept 


our humble effort and to make it beneficial to every reader. 
Aamen. 


And Allah is The One Who Enables. 
Abdul Mun‘im al Hashmi. 
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And mention in the Book Maryam, when she withdrew from 
her people to an eastern place. Then she took a veil apart from 
them; then We sent unto her our spirit (an angel) that appeared 
to her as a (perfect) sound man. She said, “Surely I take refuge 
in the compassionate from you if you are God-fearing.” He 
said, “I am only a messenger from your Lord that I may bestow 
on you a chaste son.” She said, “How shall I have a son 
whereas no man has touched me nor have I been unchaste?” 
He said, “ So it shall be! Your Lord says, * That is easy for Me 
and that We may appoint him a sign for mankind and a mercy 
from Us. And it is an affair decreed.” Then she conceived him 
and withdrew with him to a remote place. Then the birth 
pangs drove her to the trunk of a palm-tree. She said, “ Would 
that I had died before this and become a thing forgotten, in 
oblivion.” Then (the angel) called to her from beneath her, 
“Grieve not! Your Lord has indeed placed beneath you a 
rivulet. And Shake towards you the trunk of the palm-tree, 
dates will drop on you, fresh (and) ripe. So eat and drink and 
cool (your) eyes. And if you see any mortal, say, ‘Surely I have 
vowed a fast to the compassionate, so I shall not speak today to 


any person.’ ” (19 : 16-26) 


Before she was born, Sayyidah Maryam ->—~! (+ had been 
devoted by her mother, Hinnah bint Faqudh, for the service of 
Bayt al-Maqdas as part of her vow. When she was born and 
grew up, she became mother of a prophet whose birth and life 
were a miracle. He has not died till today though his enemies 
had imagined that he was dead. He will be honorable and the 
chosen one in both the worlds. Let us begin with an insight into 
the life of Hinnah bint Faqudh before we speak of Sayyidah 
Maryam p>) ite. 

Hinnah bint Faqudh was childless. She longed to have a 
child that she might be happy. Her longing increased when she 
saw a bird with her youngs or a woman carry her child. She 
grew old past child bearing age, and her husband, Imran Ibn 
Mathan was a scholar of the Banu Isra’il. Both of them never lost 
hope in Allah’s mercy - for, only the infidels lose hope in Allah. 
She looked pleadingly and turned toward the Lord of heaven 
and earth and made vow that if her desire was fulfilled and a 
son born to her she would give him for the service of Bayt al 
Maqdis - a dedication. She resolved to herself humbly that she 
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would not take any other service from him. He will be left free to 
serve Allah’s house. Hinnah did not have in mind worldly 
motives through her child. 


Finally, the day arrived! She felt movement in her womb. 
Her happiness know no bounds. She was radiant and she rushed 
to convey the tidings to her husband, Imran Ibn Mathan. Both 
were very happy. 


Their days passed very happily. She bore the travail 
patiently and eagerly. But, times are not always alike. Happiness 
and grief take turns. Imran Ibn Mathan did not survive to see his 
child. That turned the tables on Hinnah. Her cheerful radiance 
gave way to a gloomy darkness. She lost strength. Tears came to 
her eyes. Her dear Imran had longed to see their child. What can 


be done? It was the will of Allah. 


Her sister, Easha’, visited her to condole her husband's death 
and share her grief. She was the wife of Zakariya ibn Barkhiya 
eI «le who had kept her happy and advanced her knowledge. 
When Hinnah wished that Imran had lived to see their son, 
Eesha’ said, O sister! How can you say that it will not be a 
daughter?” Zakariya > as confirmed, “Only Allah knows 
what the womb carries.” Then they departed, hoping that the 
birth of the child would bring back happiness to Hinnah. 


The waiting ended with the birth of a daughter. Hinnah 
reflected, “Its not a son.” She turned to her Lord, saying: 
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My Lord! I have delivered a female” - and Allah knew best 
what she had delivered, and the male is not like the female - 
“and I have named her Maryam and | seek protection for her 
and for her progeny with you from the accursed Satan.” 


She wondered that a son would have been dedicated to Bayt 
al- Maqdis and she could have thus shown gratitude to Allah 
and praised Him. She felt grieved. She named her Maryam and 
prayed to Allah humbly. “Protect her. Bestow Your mercy on 
her. Let her be like her name,” for Maryam means ‘one who 
worships, She went on, “Let her name raise Your glory, 
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And mention in the Book Maryam, when she withdrew from 
her people to an eastern place. Then she took a veil apart from 
them; then We sent unto her our spirit (an angel) that appeared 
to her as a (perfect) sound man. She said, “Surely I take refuge 
in the compassionate from you if you are God-fearing.” He 
said, “I am only a messenger from your Lord that I may bestow 
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that I had died before this and become a thing forgotten, in 
oblivion.” Then (the angel) called to her from beneath her, 
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dates will drop on you, fresh (and) ripe. So eat and drink and 
cool (your) eyes. And if you see any mortal, say, “Surely I have 
vowed a fast to the compassionate, so I shall not speak today to 
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Before she was born, Sayyidah Maryam ->—~! ite had been 
devoted by her mother, Hinnah bint Faqudh, for the service of 
Bayt al-Maqdas as part of her vow. When she was born and 
grew up, she became mother of a prophet whose birth and life 
were a miracle. He has not died till today though his enemies 
had imagined that he was dead. He will be honorable and the 
chosen one in both the worlds. Let us begin with an insight into 
the life of Hinnah bint Faqudh before we speak of Sayyidah 
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child that she might be happy. Her longing increased when she 
saw a bird with her youngs or a woman carry her child. She 
grew old past child bearing age, and her husband, Imran Ibn 
Mathan was a scholar of the Banu Isra’il. Both of them never lost 
hope in Allah’s mercy - for, only the infidels lose hope in Allah. 
She looked pleadingly and turned toward the Lord of heaven 
and earth and made vow that if her desire was fulfilled and a 
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would not take any other service from him. He will be left free to 
serve Allah’s house. Hinnah did not have in mind worldly 
motives through her child. 


Finally, the day arrived! She felt movement in her womb. 
Her happiness know no bounds. She was radiant and she rushed 
to convey the tidings to her husband, Imran Ibn Mathan. Both 


were very happy. 


Their days passed very happily. She bore the travail 
patiently and eagerly. But, times are not always alike. Happiness 
and grief take turns. Imran Ibn Mathan did not survive to see his 
child. That turned the tables on Hinnah. Her cheerful radiance 
gave way to a gloomy darkness. She lost strength. Tears came to 
her eyes. Her dear Imran had longed to see their child. What can 
be done? It was the will of Allah. 


Her sister, Easha’, visited her to condole her husband's death 
and share her grief. She was the wife of Zakariya ibn Barkhiya 
pti le who had kept her happy and advanced her knowledge. 
When Hinnah wished that Imran had lived to see their son, 
Eesha’ said, O sister! How can you say that it will not be a 
daughter?” Zakariya Ps «le confirmed, “Only Allah knows 
what the womb carries.” Then they departed, hoping that (ine 
birth of the child would bring back happiness to Hinnah. ; 


The waiting ended with the birth of a daughter. reae-Th 
reflected, “Its not a son.” She turned to her Lord, saying: 
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My Lord! I have delivered a female” - and Allah knew best 
what she had delivered, and the male is not like the female - 
“and I have named her Maryam and I seek protection for her 
and for her progeny with you from the accursed Satan.” 


She wondered that a son would have been dedicated to Bayt 
al- Maqdis and she could have thus shown gratitude to Allah 
and praised Him. She felt grieved. She named her Maryam and 
prayed to Allah humbly. “Protect her. Bestow Your mercy on 
her. Let her be like her name,” for Maryam means “one who 
worships, She went on, “Let her name raise Your glory, 
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invocation and praise.” And she prayed that He protect her from 
the devil. 


Allah showed mercy to her and accepted her prayer and 
removed her grief. She offered her daughter for the service of 
Allah’s House and He approved her offering and vow. He 
perfected His blessing on Maryam. Allah told her that He would 
let Maryam be the focus of His mercy and compassion. So, she 
wrapped her in a garment and took her to Baytal Maqdis where 
she handed her over to the servant and religious scholars, and 
thus she fulfilled her vow. She entrusted her Maryam to Allah, 
The Majestic, The Glorious, with whom she was pleased within 
her heart. The helpers at Baytal-Maqdis numbered thirty and 
each vied to take the child as his ward because she was the 
daughter of a righteous man, Imran Ibn Mathan who had been a 
prominent servant at Bayt al -Maqdis. But, Zakariya claimed 
right to guardianship over Maryam because she was niece of his 
wife, Eesha. 


However, the scholars disputed his claim and everyone had 
an argument in his own favour. Finally, the issue was decided by 
casting lots. All of them went to a nearby river and threw their 
pens into it. The pens went down the river, except the pen of 
Zakariya which floated on its surface. Thus, it was decided in his 
favour and everyone conceded that Zakariya would be guardian 
of Maryam. He brought her to her aunt Easha’ and decided to 
build for her a small chamber within the worship hall so that she 
may devote herself to Allah with concentration away from other 
people. She grew up in his care and he visited her on and off in 
her chamber where no one else was allowed entry. Years passed 
away. She kept fast during the day and occupied herself in 
remembering Allah by night with humbleness of heart. Nothing 
hindered her from worship of Allah. She was humility 
personified. Zakariya -~\ l- was astonished by something: her 
chamber was at an elevated level within Bayt-al-Maqdis and he 
knew that no one besides him visited her, yet he found with her 

sustenance which included fruit of all seasons. When he asked 
her how she got it, Maryam »>\ |e said that she got it from 
Allah who gives sustenance to whomsoever He pleases as much 
as He pleases. Thus, Zakariya ->~\ + was convinced that she 
was chosen for a high station. Suddenly, he also longed for a 
child knowing that even in his old age, Allah can give him a 
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child as he gave Maryam »>—/i i fruit out of season. He knew 
that his wife was barren, but he told himself that Allah was 
omnipotent and His mercy was all-compassing. So, he raised his 
hands towards heaven and called to his Lord in a soft voice that 
no one but the All-Powerful the all-hearing and The Knowing 
Omnipotent Allah alone could hear. He asked for a child: 
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My Lord! My bones are weakened within me, and My head is 
glistening with hoariness, and I have never been unblest in 
My prayer to You, My Lord! (19 : 4) 


Then he gave reasons for his request, the main being that he 
was uneasy on account of his kin. He submitted: 


vere 


o- J3 43 "43 ale ali ACS Seog oO eA orrs 3 > 3) 5 


And I fear My Kinsfolk after I am gone. (19:5) 


Actually, he was apprehensive of his cousins who were 
among the evil people of the Banu Isra’il lest they manipulate 
the religion after his death. So, he prayed to Allah to bestow abe 
a righteous son who should lead the People 
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And I fear My kinsfolk after I am gone, and may wife is 
barren, so grant me from Yourself a heir, who shall inherit me 


and inherit the Household of Ya’qub and make him, my Lord, 
acceptable (to You).” (19 : 5-6) 


Allah accepted his prayer and said: 
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invocation and praise.” And she prayed that He protect her from 
the devil. 


Allah showed mercy to her and accepted her prayer and 
removed her grief. She offered her daughter for the service of 
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right to guardianship over Maryam because she was niece of his 
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may devote herself to Allah with concentration away from other 
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sustenance which included fruit of all seasons. When he asked 
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child knowing that even in his old age, Allah can give him a 
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child as he gave Maryam ->Ji Je fruit out of season. He knew 
that his wife was barren, but he told himself that Allah was 
omnipotent and His mercy was all-compassing. So, he raised his 
hands towards heaven and called to his Lord in a soft voice that 
no one but the All-Powerful the all-hearing and The Knowing 
Omnipotent Allah alone could hear. He asked for a child: 
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My Lord! My bones are weakened within me, and My head is 
glistening with hoariness, and I have never been unblest in 
My prayer to You, My Lord! (19: 4) 


Then he gave reasons for his request, the main being that he 
was uneasy on account of his kin. He submitted: 
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Actually, he was apprehensive of his cousins who were 
among the evil people of the Banu Isra’il lest they manipulate 
the religion after his death. So, he prayed to Allah to bestow hun 
a righteous son who should lead the peor 
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And I fear My kinsfolk after 1 am gone, and may wife is 
barren, so grant me from Yourself a heir, who shall inherit me 
and inherit the Household of Ya’qub and make him, my Lord, 
acceptable (to You).” (19 : 5-6) 


Allah accepted his prayer and said: 
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O Zakariya! We give you the glad tidings of a son, whose name 

is Yahya. We have not made for him, a foretime, namesake. (19 

:7) 

Thus did Allah favour him. Meanwhile, Sayyidah Maryam 
Oi ble grew up, piety and righteousness writ large on her face. 
She concentrated on fasting and salah and let not anything else 
interfere in that. There came a time of hardship on the people 
and Zakariya p> + found it difficult to care for her, so he 
asked if anyone else would take over from him the responsibility 
of her provision and maintenance. One of the righteous men 
who also was her relative, Yusuf Najjar volunteered to take over 
her charge from Zakariya -»~) Jc. Allah showered on him His 
blessings. Provision to her, he found that she already had 
different variety of food and fruit. So, he asked her about it and 
she said: 
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That is from Allah. Surely Allah provides sustenance to 
whomsoever He will without measure. (3 : 37) 


However, she did not know that those were signs and 
miracles of Allah. She was unaware of unseen affairs and had no 
authority on her concerns. The food that she received and the 
undisturbed concentration with which she worshipped Allah 
were signs of Allah's power. One day she had to go out to fetch 
water from a nearby cave when she suddenly encountered Jibril 
ey) «le in human form. He said to her: 
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I am only a messenger from your Lord that I may bestow on 
you a chaste son. (19: 19) 


She drew back shocked at his words, saying: 
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Surely I take refuge in the Compassionate from you if you are 
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God-fearing. (19 : 18) 
She wondered if he was an evil man who spoke such words 
without hesitation though they are not spoken to a woman in 
privacy by a stranger. She defended herself and said: 
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“How shall I have a son whereas no man has touched me nor 
have I been unchaste?” (19 : 20) 


In the solitude she spoke to him in unambiguous words. 
Jibril 4 te tried to rid her of her anxiety, saying: 
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So it shall be! Your Lord says, “That is easy for Me; and that We 
may appoint him a sign for mankind and a mercy from Us. 
And it is an affair decreed.’ (19: 21) 


When Allah decides to do anything He merely says 4S (Be!) 
and that happens. Jibril >i J went away after that 
conversation. Sayyidah Maryam -%W le was in a shock 
thinking over what she was told. She wondered. “People will 
ask how did an unmarried girl conceive? She was scared. She 
secluded herself. She was mentally upset and found no 
inclination to eat food. She paid no attention to anyone and only 
occupied in worship. 


She went away from people and from her close relatives to 
Nasirah not far from Bayt -al- Maqdis where she was born. She 
did not want anyone to know her secret and disgrace her. She 
pleaded with Allah to relieve her of her dilemma and be 
merciful to her. She knew that she was innocent and that people 
will make her miserable but she did not know that what had 
happened to her was a miracle and its confirmation by the 
masses was also a miracle. She shed tears and raised her head 
slowly appealing to Allah, “O Lord, I ask You for Your pleasure 
and pardon. You know what is in my heart but I know not what 
is Your intention.” She had only one thing in mind: to resign to 
Allah’s will. And she made more worship of Allah. The term of 
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O Zakariya! We give you the glad tidings of a son, whose name 
is Yahya. We have not made for him, a foretime, namesake. (19 
317A) 


Thus did Allah favour him. Meanwhile, Sayyidah Maryam 
poUi le grew up, piety and righteousness writ large on her face. 
She concentrated on fasting and salah and let not anything else 
interfere in that. There came a time of hardship on the people 
and Zakariya ->— «le found it difficult to care for her, so he 
asked if anyone else would take over from him the responsibility 
of her provision and maintenance. One of the righteous men 
who also was her relative, Yusuf Najjar volunteered to take over 
her charge from Zakariya -—) +. Allah showered on him His 
blessings. Provision to her, he found that she already had 
different variety of food and fruit. So, he asked her about it and 
she said: 
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That is from Allah. Surely Allah provides sustenance to 
whomsoever He will without measure. (3 : 37) 


However, she did not know that those were signs and 
miracles of Allah. She was unaware of unseen affairs and had no 
authority on her concerns. The food that she received and the 
undisturbed concentration with which she worshipped Allah 
were signs of Allah's power. One day she had to go out to fetch 
water from a nearby cave when she suddenly encountered Jibril 
p>wi te in human form. He said to her: 
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I am only a messenger from your Lord that I may bestow on 
you a chaste son. (19: 19) 


She drew back shocked at his words, saying: 


Surely I take refuge in the Compassionate from you if you are 


Quranic Stories of Women 15 ONAN 3 cle anes 
God-fearing. (19 : 18) 


She wondered if he was an evil man who spoke such words 
without hesitation though they are not spoken to a woman in 
privacy by a stranger. She defended herself and said: 
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“How shall I have a son whereas no man has touched me nor 
have I been unchaste?” (19 : 20) 


In the solitude she spoke to him in unambiguous words. 
Jibril ->\ te tried to rid her of her anxiety, saying: 
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So it shall be! Your Lord says, “That is easy for Me; and that We 
may appoint him a sign for mankind and a mercy from Us. 
And it is an affair decreed.’ (19: 21) 


When Allah decides to do anything He merely says 9S (Be!) 
and that happens. Jibril >i s went away after that 
conversation. Sayyidah Maryam -% ule was in a shock 
thinking over what she was told. She wondered. “People will 
ask how did an unmarried girl conceive? She was scared. She 
secluded herself. She was mentally upset and found no 
inclination to eat food. She paid no attention to anyone and only 
occupied in worship. 


She went away from people and from her close relatives to 
Nasirah not far from Bayt -al- Maqdis where she was born. She 
did not want anyone to know her secret and disgrace her. She 
pleaded with Allah to relieve her of her dilemma and be 
merciful to her. She knew that she was innocent and that people 
will make her miserable but she did not know that what had 
happened to her was a miracle and its confirmation by the 
masses was also a miracle. She shed tears and raised her head 
slowly appealing to Allah, “O Lord, I ask You for Your pleasure 
and pardon. You know what is in my heart but I know not what 
is Your intention.” She had only one thing in mind: to resign to 
Allah’s will. And she made more worship of Allah. The term of 
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pregnancy was nearing its end. She left Nasirah to go to Bayt al- 
Lahm where she sat down under a dried palm — tree, there being 
no greenery around, nor hope of help from anyone. She could 
not find a midwife too, nor did she have her mother around to 
give her encouragement. But, she did have fear for people 
taunting her and accusing her. Would that she had a husband to 
comfort her and share her joy! She had the pains and a son was 
born to her. She looked at him longingly and said: 


ay 
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Would that I had died before this and become a thing for- 

gotten, in oblivion. (19 : 23) 

She was on the point of being disgraced by her people and 
Allah showed His miracle to remove her grief and showered 
His mercy to her. We will look into it shortly. This indeed was a 
great event. 

That was indeed a very happy moment when the child spoke 
and thus removed his mother’s worries. He made available food 
for his mother. That was a great miracle from Allah, a mighty 
sign of His omnipotence. She was amazed. 
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Then (he)! called to her from beneath her, “Grieve not! Your 
Lord has indeed placed beneath you a rivulet. (19 :24) 


“Look, O Mother, water flows over the dry land, and the dry 
tree has fruit - fresh dates. Hold the branch and call it to you and 
eat the fresh dates. Drink the water. Do not wor,y but be happy 
and calm. Allah will not fail us. Hw will not let you down. Use 
this flowing water to purity yourself.” Allah says” 


And shake towards you the trunk of the palm-tree, dates will 
drop on you, fresh (and) ripe. (19: 25) 


1. Chawla has the words “(the angel) called.” 
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Sayyidah Maryam ->—i \e was all joys. She looked with 
fixed eyes at her son and held the branch of the tree, dates began 
to fall down and she had her full. She was grateful to Allah and 
praised and glorified Him. Meanwhile, her cousin, Yusuf Najjar, 
came and learnt of her condition and saw Easa, ( ->—\ ) 
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Sayyidah Maryam ->~! \le received a divine command that 
she should not speak to anyone who asks her about her son. 
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And if you see any mortal, say, “Surely I have viewed a fast to 

the Compassionate, so I shall not speak today to any person.” 

(19 : 26) 

In fact, those people used not to speak to each other when 
they kept a fast. She spent the post child- birth blessing period in 
a cave with her son. Yusuf served her all the while. After that, 
she returned home only to face the people who taunted and 
rebuked her reminding her of her pious parents. They said: 
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“O Maryam! You have certainly brought a thing heinous. O 
sister of (the Household of) Harun! Your father was not a 
wicked man, nor was your mother an unchaste woman.” (19: 


27-28) 

Not only the birth of her child but also her defense of the 
birth was a miracle of Allah. She pointed to the child instead of 
giving an answer. The people were awe-struck: 
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How shall we speak to one who is in the cradle, a (mere) child? 
(19 : 29) 


But, before they could say more Sayyidina Eesa >! «Je 
began to speak: 
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I am a servant of Allah. He has given me the Book and 
appointed me a prophet. And He has made me blessed 
wherever I may be; and he has enjoined on me Salah and 
Zakah so long as I live, and (has made me) dutiful to my 
mother, and has not made me arrogant, un-blest. And peace be 
upon me, the day I was born and the day I die and the day I am 
raised up alive. (19 : 30-33) 


The newborn gave an evidence ----- better then which no one 
can offer on earth ---- to establish the chastity of the most 
honorable women, Sayyidah Maryam ->~i t+. This was Allah's 
miracle. His is able to do what He likes and He made the child 
speak eloquently to establish the truth of his birth without a 
father. It was his words that put down the mischief and removed 
all doubts. His birth to Sayyidah Maryam pH! le was soon 
known all over Bayt ul Lahm and Nasirah and the doubts were 
replaced by confidence that the child (like his mother) was 
innocent. 


The child grew up normally under the love and care of his 
mother. Those days Herodus ruled over the territory and 
someone told him about the child and warned him that he might 
become famous and a leader. He suggested that the child must 
be eliminated forthwith. Sayyidah Maryam >! &+ and Yusuf 
Najjar learnt of this conspiracy. So, Yusuf Najjar took them to 
Egypt where peace prevailed. Sayyidah Maryam ->—! \te taught 
and trained her son who, even as an infant, showed signs of 
prophethod. He would tell his friends what they eat at home and 
he told people what they hoarded. His teachers testified that he 
was very intelligent and observant. He stayed in Egypt for 
twelve years when Herodus was no more and his mother took 
him back to Palestine, to Nasirah near al-Khalil. When he was 
thirty years old, Jibril ->) J visited him and brought divine 
messages. He brought him a Book from Allah confirming the 


Quranic Stories of Women 19 Oa 3 cl as 
Torah. Thus, Sayyidina Eesa ¢>~' J began to preach to people 
to love and show peace and follow him. He also undertook to 
guide the Jews who had digressed from the right path and had 
adulterated the teachings of Sayyidina Musa p¥—\ «le. They made 
it their aim to amass wealth and used places of worship to collect 
money from people on various pretext, whether they could 
afford to give or not. Some of them had become atheists. 


Syyidina Eesa ->— tt went to every village and preached. 
He cured the sick by Allah's permission and when he blew on 
dust it became a live bird by Allah's permission. He thus won 
over people's hearts. 


He also preached to soothsayers and had set apart a day for 
the common man at Bayt al- Maqdis and they came from distant 
lands to listen to him. Soon he had a large following. But, this 
provoked the soothsayers. They conspired against him, but 
Allah always helps and protects His prophets. 


44 
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And Allah is the Best of devisers. (8: 30, 3: 54) 


His mother, Sayyidah Maryam -— y+ kept encouraging 
him. She supported and comforted him when the people 
increased their opposition to him. The soothsayers instigated 
their Roman rulers against Sayyidina Eesa >) «Je , telling them 
that he would turn out to be dangerous to the Qaysar. These 
people assembled in the Bayt al-Maqsid to ponder over this — 
matter and they decided to hang (Sayyidina) Eesa -i +. He 
learnt of their resolve and alternated between coming out in 
public and going underground. Sayyidah Maryam >Hi kt, 
though worried for her son, was confident that Allah would 
protect him and he would emerge successful against his 
enemies. Meanwhile, he and his disciples confined themselves in 
a garden near Bayt al Maqdis imagining that they were safe, but 
the Romans got scent of them. When Sayyidina Eesa’s ->—)\ «1+ 
disciples learnt that they were traced, they deserted him. But, 
Allah does not leave His prophets in the lurch. Allah made him 
invisible to the people and turned one of the seekers like him. 
They nabbed and assaulted this man. Bewildered at his 
predicament, he could not utter a word or defend himself. He 
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Karachi v 1 p 563. Maryam pX—J! tg-le and her 


He was raised to the heaven while his look-alike was sent to 
mother. 


the scaffolding. When he was hanged, Sayyidah Maryam {Ae 


r>Ji came. She was grieved and a woman tried to comfort her. 2) Ibid v 2 p 285-288. Was Maryam -X—J' lg-le a 
Eesa p> «le had cured her of a disease. Two of his disciples, prophet? V 2 p 295, Can a woman Bor prophet? 
Sham’un and Yahya, came and confided to her that, before he V 2 p 289. 


was raised to heaven, Sayyidina Eesa -X~! «J« had instructed 

them to serve her and to carry on his mission. She prayed for 

them and devoted herself thereafter to the care of the needy. She == SS = 
joined Sham’tn and Yahya to propagate the message of Eesa + 

p>. Some responded positively and others stuck stubbornly to 

their wayward life. 


Sayyidah Maryam ->— te did not cease to keep fast and 
worship Allah. She continued to get her provision from Allah. 
Six years after Sayyidina Eesa ->— le was raised to the heaven, 
Allah took away Sayyidah Maryam >! ile to Him. A large 
caravan of angels took her in a procession. Allah caused her to 
be remembered well and the Qur’an mentions her with praise as 
one of the best worshippers. Her name will be remembered 
forever as a pure and chaste woman. Allah says of her: 
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And (the similitude of) Maryam e)—/! ye daughter of Imran, 
who guarded her chastity, so We breathed into her Our spirit, 
and she testified to the truth of the words of her Lord and His 
Books and she was of the devout ones. (66 : 12) 


May peace be on the pure and noble Maryam p>! ile! On 
the truthful Maryam >! le! On the first worshipper and 
obedient woman! On the most honorable woman of the 


Sayyidah Sarah p>) ye 
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She said, “Woe is me! Shall I bear a child when 
I am an old woman, and this my husband is an 
old man? This assuredly is a strange thig.” (11: 
72) 


Allah, the Exalted, says: 
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And certainly Our Prcesengers came ‘o Ibrahim with the glad 
tidings. They said, “Peace!” He answered. “Peace!” and made 
no delay to bring a roasted calf. And when he saw their hands 
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not reaching towards it, he was suspicious of them and 
conceived a fear of them. They said, “Fear not; we have been 
sent to the people of Lut,” And his wife was standing by; so 
she laughed when We gave her the glad tidings of Ishaq, and 
after Ishaq, of Ya’qub. She said, “Woe is me! Shall I bear a 
child when I am an old woman, and this my husband is an old 
man? This assuredly is a strange thing.” They said, “What, do 
you wonder at Allah’s command? The mercy of Allah and His 
blessings be upon you, O people of (Ibrahim’s) Household! 
Surely, He is Praiseworthy, Glorious.” (11: 69-73) 


Sayyidina Ibrahim ->—\ te - KhalilAllah (Allah's Friend) ---- 
adopted a farsighted attitude with the tyrant and arrogant king 
of Iraq who claimed divinity for himself. Sayyidina Ibrahim 
p>UJI rejected the argument of the ignorant and cruel king. The 
king of Babel was Nimrud Ibn Kin’an Ibn Kaush Ibn Sam Ibn 
Nuh.! The historians say that he was one of the two disbelieving 
kings who ruled over the world, the other was Bakhtnasr 
(Nebuchadnezzar). There also were two Believers who ruled 
over the world, Sayyidina Sulayman ->—) le and Dhul Qarnayn. 
Nimrud is said to have ruled over Babel for four hundred years 
unleashing tyranny and oppression. He preferred the worldly 
life of luxury to faith in Allah and was provoked when anyone 
invited him to religion. It is Allah's practice that He send 
someone always to guide people to the right path, and keep 
them away from the devil. So, Sayyidina Ibrahim ->| 1 came 
to him as a preacher inviting him to Allah, the one, Who has no 
partner. But he rejected the teachings and argued with him 
extending foolish evidences that he was divine. Sayyidina 
Ibrahim ->— «te said: 


My Lord is He Who gives life and causes death. (2 : 258) 


Nimrud claimed that he too could do that but he had a 
narrow outlook. He had two men who had been sentenced to 
death brought to him and ordered that one of them should be 
executed and the other set free, boasting. “Look, I gave life to 


1. Stories of Prophets, Ibn Kathir, p 97, Darul Isha’at, Karachi. 
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one and death to the other.” Now Sayyidina Ibrahim > Je had 
to give him a silencing argument. He said calmly: 


SoG ole tis i sb ai Op 
Surely Allah brings the sun from the east; so you bring it from 


the west. (2 : 258) 


Nimrud was dumbfounded and had no answer. 
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There upon he who disbelieved was confounded. And Allah 
guides not the evildoing people. (2 : 258) 


Nimrud hated the Prophet Ibrahim ->~! + in his heart but 
he had resolved to emigrate from there. He took what ever he 
could take with him. His wife Sayyidah Sarah ¢>~! y+ was with 
him. She had been the first to believer in his call. He also had his 
nephew, Sayyidina Lut -»—!\ te. So, he said: 
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Surely I will flee to my Lord. Surely He is the Mighty, the 
Wise. (29 : 26) 


The caravan of the faithful departed till these people were at 
Huran a place between Iraq and Palestine, and they ended their 
journey to Palestine, hoping to get ample sustenance of life. 
However, the Palestinians were beset with famine and had 
nothing to live on. So, prophet Ibrahim >i 4 took his caravan 
to Egypt where an arrogant king dominated the people. He was 
Bakuis. Sayyidah Sarah Ui ue was very beautiful both in 
appearance and in her inner qualities of deep faith. She 
fascinated anyone who saw her at first sight. So, one of this 
king’s men who had seen her with Sayyidina Ibrahim XH! oe 
described her beauty to the king to get into his good books. The 
king resolved to get this woman, so he sent one of his men to 
fetch Sayyidina Ibrahim >) + who had guessed the real 
reason for the summons. In fact, when they met, the king’s first 
question was, “How is this girl related to you?” Sayyidina 
Ibrahim >! + was apprehensive lest the king eliminate or 


Quranic Stories of Women 26 Oa 3 cl! avai 
punish him, so he said, “She is my sister.” Thus, the king knew 
that she was unmarried and he commanded his servants to bring 
her to him and prepare a separate room for her. Sayyidina 
Ibrahim ->— + rushed back to her and told her of what had 
transpired, adding, “Do not betray me but confirm that you are 
my sister. There are no other Muslims and we are engaged in 
religious fraternal ties.” The king’s men took her away to his 
palace. When the king advanced towards her, Allah benumbed 
his hand. He pleaded with her to pray to Allah for his recovery 
and promised not to touch her with evil design. She prayed to 
Allah and He restored to him his hand. The king, having 
regained movement of his hand, failed to learn from his 
affliction and again advanced towards her. He again lost use of 
his hand and pleaded with Sayyidah Sarah p> \e to pray to 
Allah for his recovery. She prayed and Allah cured him but he 
did not desist and again lost use of his hand. This time, he 
shrieked and begged to be given a last reprieve and offered a 
firm assurance of good conduct. She prayed to Allah and Allah 
again cured him. The king shouted addressing his guards, 
“Come! Take her back to her place.” And he said to the man who 
had brought her, “What jinn had you brought to me. She was not 
a human being. Go away from my territory!” The king had 
learnt that she was Sayyidina Ibrahim’s -X—! < wife and he 
released her giving her a beautiful girl, Hajar,’ as a gift. This 
was a great trial for Sayyidina Ibrahim ¢>—! «l- who had traveled 
to seek sustenance and came across this man who sought to take 
away from him his wife, but Allah, the Glorious, helped His 
forbearing slave and protected his life, property and family. 


Sayyidina Ibrahim -* <& resided in Egypt for a long 
duration. He worked hard for a livelihood and Allah blessed his 
earnings. Though he was well-off, the jealous and the cruel 
people did not spare him from harassment. He prayed to his 
Lord and thanked Him. He praised Him and remembered _ that 
He had heard his prayer to save his wife when the cruel king 
had evil designs against her. Sayyidah Sarah ->/ le too praised 
and glorified Allah and thanked Him for His blessings. She 
stood up on recalling those terrifying moments of trial when the 
cruel king had lost sense of decency but Allah saved her. She 


1. This (Hajar) is the Arabic name, but we often come across it as Hajarah. 
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performed ablution and offered Salah as though conducting 
herself on this verse: 
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And seek (Allah's) help in perseverance and Salah. (2 : 45) 


Allah protected her. She was the wife of His messenger who 
was His habib and khallil (beloved and friend). Allah would 
never leave His messenger’s wife in the lurch for anyone to 
molest her. While she was with the king, Sayyidina Ibrahim «e. 
ei was enabled to see her. He saw the king losing power over 
his hand and that she was safe. Thus, he was at peace at heart 
and sure that she was unharmed.! Sayyidina Ibrahim -~\ Je 
loved her because she was very pious and God-fearing and 
perseverant. She was near to him and very beautiful. It is said 
that there was no one more beautiful than her since Sayyidah 


Hawwa p>! ile. 


Return to Palestine 


Allah's friend, Sayyidina Ibrahim >>~' + departed from 
Egypt towards the sacred land. His entourage comprised a large 
number of his salves, his property and his livestock. Sayyidah ~ 
Hajar >>! Ge, the Qubtiyah (Coopt) and Sayyidina Lut pide 
were also in the party. He instructed his nephew, Sayyidina Lut 
pi ale to stay in Ghawr keeping the property and livestock 
with him. This was the land to Sudum (Sodom), a central 
territory whose people were wicked and disbelieving. 


Allah revealed to Sayyidina Ibrahim ->—\ «J that he and his 
offspring would possess that land and he will have a large 
progeny and he would make them a Muslim Ummah. They 
would spread justice all over the world and rule the people 
according to Allah’s commands. Indeed, this is how the Islamic 
world was for many years. 


Sayyidina Ibrahim -—) and his wife Sayyidah Sarah (le 
->i lived in this manner in Palestine for twenty years. They had 
no children. He often prayed to Allah to bestow him pious 


1. Al-Bidayah wa an-Nihayah (The migration of Ibrahim ->! ae, KhalilAllah 
to Syria); also Stories of the Prophets, published by Darul Isha’at. 
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from her womb.” ! 


Sayyidah Hajar ->~! l- was trustworthy and obedient. She 
had good character and she devoted herself wholeheartedly to 
the service of Sayyidina Ibrahim >! + and Sayyidah Sarah {Je 
poi. He agreed with his wife and was very happy and satisfied. 
He bowed his head before Allah. Sayyidah Sarah p>) ue gave 
Sayyidah Hajar ->— ile in marriage to her husband, Ibrahim —e 
ei and said to herself, “I will not leave Ibrahim ->—! J+ for a 
woman who wishes to deprive me of him. But, Hajar is my salve. 
She is sincere and faithful. Their marriage will not hurt me.’ So, 
he married her. Indeed, she conceived a child and a pious and 
handsome son, Isma‘il ->~ —« was born to her. Ibrahim ->— 
and Sayyidah Sarah ->| &le were overjoyed and the entire 


house of the Prophet 7 + joined together in praise and glory 
of Allah, the one, the omnipotent who grants happiness and 
blessing to His slaves. Allah, the Exalted, says: 
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Peace be upon you, for that you persevered - how blessed is 
the abode of the Hereafter! (13 : 24) 


However a human being is never of one mind. Sayyidah 
Sarah ->| ye was overcome with anxiety. A human soul does 
not incline to sympathies with a fellow human and _ her 
happiness at Isma’‘il ->~' < birth gave way to sorrow and 
melancholy. She shed tears wondering why she did not have 
such a son. Had she not accompanied Ibrahim ¢>!' —«, faced the 
tyrant, obeyed her Lord and her husband? But, Allah’s ways 
have wisdom behind them. She could only resign herself to a life 
without her own children. Patience was her lot. Many years 
went by. She grew old and feeble. Her face was wrinkled and 
her hearing and sight grew weak. But, her heart was yet full of 

faith and hope. She controlled her anger and sorrow. One day, 


however, she gave vent to her feelings and told her smiling 


I. 


Stories of the Prophets, p 101. 
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children. Allah gave him the glad tidings one day, and Sayyidah 
Sarah pi ile sighed to him, “Allah has not given me a child, 
but you go to this my slave. Perhaps, Allah will give us children 
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husband to take away Hajar -»~! ue and her son for from her 


sight so that she may neither hear about them nor see them. 


She loved her husband and wanted to keep him to herself. 
Though he asked her if she (Hajar) was not her loved slave and 
she confirmed that, yet she wanted her away and also he was 
told by Allah's revelation that he should do as she said. Allah 
had decided something for Sayyidah Sarah p>! te. Sayyidina 
Ibrahim ->—!| le took a riding beast and took mother and son 
along and traveled towards a distant land. Allah was their 
companion during the journey which was very wearisome for 
the infant and his mother and for Ibrahim p>! ae. But, Allah 
does what He wills. 


After a long travel, Sayyidina Ibrahim ->— le stopped where 
Allah commanded him to stop. It was near Allah's House- the 
BaytAllah. It was a desolate place with no water around. He left 
Isma‘il p>! le and his mother in this lonely place. They had 
only a tiffin-carrier containing some food, a water skin with 
water enough only for Isma’il ->— le and nothing else. Ibrahim 
pL)! «le began to retrace his steps. Sayyidah Hajar p>! klk was 
quick to ask, “Where are you going?” But he gave no reply. She 
repeated her question and even tried to hold him back by his 
garment and by pulling at the beast. How would the child 
survive? She pleaded with him to have mercy on them and tried 
her best to make him change his mind, but she failed. There only 
was one possibility for his conduct. Perhaps, it was Allah's 
command and Ibrahim >! «le had no choice. So, she asked him, 
“Has Allah commanded you to do it?” He wasted no time to say, 
“Yes”. She said spontaneously and calmly, “Certainly, Allah will 
not neglect us,”! and she returned to her son, Isma‘il >!) ae. 


Sayyidina Ibrahim ¢>\ te went away and when he was out 
of sight of Sayyidah Hajar pi ye, he raised his hands in prayer 
and prayed to Allah: 
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|. Stories of the Prophets, Ibn Kathir p 103, Darul Isha’at, Karachi. 
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Our Lord, surely I have made some of my progeny to dwell in 
a valley uncultivable, near Your sacred House. Our Lord! That 
they may establish salah; so make You the hearts of some of 
mankind to yearn towards them, and provide them with fruits 


that they may give-thanks. (14 : 37) 


Honorable guests of Ibrahim ->—) 
Allah, the Exalted, says: 
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Has there come to you the story of the honored guests of 
Ibrahim? When they entered upon him, they said, “Peace!” he 
said. “Peace! They are a people unknown to me.” Then he 
turned to his household and brought a fattened calf. So he laid 
it before them. He said, “Will you not eat?” Then he conceived 
a fear of them. They said, “Fear not.” And they gave him glad 
tidings of a knowledgeable son. Then came forward his wife 
clamoring, and she smote her face and said. “An old barren 
woman!” they said, “Thus says your Lord. He is the wise, the 
knower.” (51 :23-30) 


That was a mighty and auspicious day for her. A great 
miracle was demonstrated on that day. She was to have a child. 
And a command was issued from heaven to decimated a 
habitation where cruel people resided. This was an auspicious 
day for Sayyidah Sarah > \te whereas before that only 
Sayyidah Hajar p> ke and Isma’il ¢->~ te were concerned. 


Meanwhile, Sayyidina Isma‘il ->~' «le was occupied in 
worship of Allah. He had finished just a little of that when three 
young men came to him. Their faces reflected beauty and piety. 
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They greeted him with salaam and Ibrahim ->~) «le responded to 
their salaam. He looked at them for some time and welcomed 
them. They were angels, Jibril -~! +, Mika’il and Israfil. Je 
pret 

Then Ibrahim ->~) + slaughtered the best calf he had and 
cooked it for his guests. He was not aware of their reality. He 
offered them to eat but they did not eat. He asked them politely. 
“Why do you not eat?” One of them said, “O Ibrahim -»—) ue, 
We do not eat without paying for it. “He said, “Its price is that 
you say bismillah before eating and Al-Humdulillah on having 
finished eating.” Jibril ->' Je said to Mika’il p>»! te, “This man 
really qualifies to be Allah's Khalil (Friend).”2 


Both Sayyidina Ibrahim ->—) + and Sayyidah Sarah 1! ie 
observed that their guests did not eat. They felt some fear. They 
were angles who do not eat. Then Jibril ¢->—)\ 1 stroked the meat 
with his hand, and it turned into a calf that went directly into the 
shed to its mother.? Ibrahim >U\ — became more fearful. The 


angels said to him: 
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Fear not; we have been sent to the people of Lut. (11 : 70) 


They identified themselves as angels who had come to 
eliminate the mischief on earth by the people of Lut pi «tk. No 
one will be safe and every house and its occupants will be 
destroyed. They asked Ibrahim ;>~i not to fear or griever and 
said that they were Allah's angels. Sayyidah Sarah ->W) (te 
laughed on hearing of the destruction of the people of Lut -4i 
while they were unaware of it. They continued to increase in 
their disbelief and wicked ways. Prophet Lut >Hi «le kept 
preaching to them but they disregarded his advice mindless of 
the consequences. They pursued that which the devil made 
beautiful for them and neglected their wives but sought pleasure 


with young lads. 


1. Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Surah adh-Dhariyat. 
2. Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Surah Hiid. 
3. Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Surah Hid. 


When she laughed, the angels conveyed to her a great news - 
of the birth of a pure, handsome son to her, Sayyidina Ishaq «le 
OUI. They also gave glad tidings of Ya’qub ->~I le. 
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Sayyidah Sarah >i ye expressed surprise and, in the 
fashion of women, smote her face. “How will that be?” she said 
that both of them were old, past child- bearing age. The angels 
said: 
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what, do you wonder at Allah's command? The mercy of Allah 

and His biessings be upon you, O people of the household! 

Surely He is praiseworthy, Glorious.” (11 : 73) 


Sayyidina Ibrahim ¢>—' «le was also surprised. He asked: 


De: 3B. CVA 7 es Bie ye Zeus SAG EDS eos 42 
ASSES ING Gos L8 Ke 1 25 of de 5553s Jl 
Dannii Kosai 


He said, “Do you give me glad tidings when old age has 
overtaken me? Of what do you then give me glad tidings? 
They said, “We give you glad tidings with truth, so be not you 
of the despairing?” (15 : 54-55) 


The angels told him that Allah will bestow a son who will be 
knowledgeable. He is Ishaq p>! —, brother of Isma‘il p> Je 
who has been described as clement, tolerant and, indeed, he was 
perseverant. At the same time, they were told of Ishaq’s p>! ye 
son, Ya’qub ¢Ii ale. 
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We gave her the glad tidings of Ishaq, and, after Ishaq, of 
Yaqiub. (11 : 71) 
The angels winded up their message by saying that Allah 


sends His mercies and blessings to the family of Ibrahim p>) «J 
and Allah is praiseworthy for whatever He says and does. Then 
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Sayyidah Sarah ;>—\ te experienced menses after a lapse of 
many years at the age ninety plus. 


When Sayyidina Ibrahim’s ->\ J fear subsided and he 
received the good news of a son from Sayyidah Sarah ->i ile he 
praised Allah in his heart and thanked Him. He made this 
supplication: 
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All praise belongs to Allah who granted me, despite (my) old 
age, Isma’il and Ishaq. Surely my Lord is the Hearer of Prayer. 
My Lord! Make me the establisher of the Salah, and of my 
progeny (too), our Lord! And accept You my prayer. Our Lord! 
Forgive me and my parents, and the believers, upon the day 
when the reckoning comes to pass. (14 : 39-41) 


Then he asked the angles if they would uproot a place where 
three hundred Believers also resided. They said that they would 
not do that. Then he asked about a place with two hundred 
Believers and they said, “No”. He went on asking about different 
numbers - forty thirty-till he come to five and one, and each time 
they said, “No, O Ibrahim p>! +!” So, he said: 


bias 


Surely in it is Lat. (29 : 32) 


The angels answered: 
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We know very well who is in it; we shall certainly deliver him 
and his household, except his wife; she is to be of the lingerers. 
(29 : 32) 
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When she laughed, the angels conveyed to her a great news - 
of the birth of a pure, handsome son to her, Sayyidina Ishaq + 
ei. They also gave glad tidings of Ya’qub p> le. 


Sayyidah Sarah -+—i le expressed surprise and, in the 
fashion of women, smote her face. “How will that be?” she said 
that both of them were old, past child- bearing age. The angels 


said: 
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what, do you wonder at Allah's command? The mercy of Allah 
and His biessings be upon you, O people of the household! 
Surely He is praiseworthy, Glorious.” (11 : 73) 


Sayyidina Ibrahim ¢>—! le was also surprised. He asked: 
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He said, “Do you give me glad tidings when old age has 

overtaken me? Of what do you then give me glad tidings? 

They said, “We give you glad tidings with truth, so be not you 

of the despairing?” (15 : 54-55) 

The angels told him that Allah will bestow a son who will be 
knowledgeable. He is Ishaq ->~! , brother of Isma‘il p>! 
who has been described as clement, tolerant and, indeed, he was 
perseverant. At the same time, they were told of Ishaq’s p>~! + 
son, Ya’qub pi ale. 
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We gave her the glad tidings of Ishaq, and, after Ishaq, of 
Yaqub. (11: 71) 


The angels winded up their message by saying that Allah 
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Sayyidah Sarah ;>~ (le experienced menses after a lapse of 
many years at the age ninety plus. 


When Sayyidina Ibrahim’s pi «le fear subsided and he 
received the good news of a son from Sayyidah Sarah ->i ye he 
praised Allah in his heart and thanked Him. He made this 


supplication: 
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All praise belongs to Allah who granted me, despite (my) old 
age, Isma‘il and Ishaq. Surely my Lord is the Hearer of Prayer. 
My Lord! Make me the establisher of the Salah, and of my 
progeny (too), our Lord! And accept You my prayer. Our Lord! 
Forgive me and my parents, and the believers, upon the day 
when the reckoning comes to pass. (14 : 39-41) 


Then he asked the angles if they would uproot a place where 
three hundred Believers also resided. They said that they would 
not do that. Then he asked about a place with two hundred 
Believers and they said, “No”. He went on asking about different 
numbers - forty thirty-till he come to five and one, and each time 
they said, “No, O Ibrahim UW +!” So, he said: 


Surely in it is Lut. (29 : 32) 


The angels answered: 
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We know very well who is in it; we shall certainly deliver him 
and his household, except his wife; she is to be of the lingerers. 


(29 : 32) 


sends His mercies and blessings to the family of Ibrahim p> 
and Allah is praiseworthy for whatever He says and does. Then 
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Sayyidina Ibrahim ->— < kept quiet on hearing this and 
abstained from being cordial to the angels, and they said, “Cease 
to make this pleas. Your Lord has made the decision and 
destruction is their lot. They will be punished for, punishment is 
not averted from the wrongdoing people. The angels went there 
and, at dawn, uprooted the habitation. Sayyidina Lut Wi uc 
also observed the destruction, he had been rescued with his 
daughters but his wife perished because she followed the evil 
people 

As for Sayyidah Sarah -»—! ile, Sayyidina Ishaq >)! ae was 
born to her. Allah prolonged her life and she regained health 
and strength. Then Ishaq ->—! le married Rafaga bint Batuil Ye 
»—'.| She too was barren but when Sayyidina Ishaq pW) Je 
prayed for her, she gave birth to twins, one after the other. Ishaq 
>i «ie named him Ya’qub. Thus, Sayyidah Sarah ->! ute was 
pleased on seeing her grandson, Ya’qub ibn Ishaq p>—~! -<le. 


Allah's promise to His believing slaves is always true. 


Now, Sayyidah Sarah -—! \le did not wait for a child at her 
old age but looked forward to her son growing old — his infancy, 
youth and manhood and then the promised prophethood. 


Allah granted her another blessing too. Her grandson as a 
child spoke, “My grandmother! This is Allah's mercy and 
blessing. Greetings of the angels for Sarah p>! ie.” She found 
Allah's promise to be true. She became a mother and a 
grandmother and a great example of Allah's power. She passed 
the rest of her life by Sayyidina Ibrahim ->—! <. She witnessed 
the construction of Bayt al-Maqdis and died at the age of a 
hundred and thirty years or a hundred and twenty seven years. 


She was ever-smiling. She had spoken to the angels and 
Allah had blessed hc: with His bounties. She died at al-Khalil in 
Palestine having been a staunch supporter of her husband and 
children. She was wife of a kind husband and she was very kind 
and obedient. Shall we emulated her as our leader? Shall we too 
entrust our affairs to Allah? He is the Being who bestows 
without limit to one He chooses and is very kind. He knows all 


about His slaves. 


1. Al-bidayah wa an. Nihayah 
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Peace be on you, O Sarah -i Ge and Allah’s mercies and 
blessings. 
O family of Ibrahim -W! Je, peace been you, His Mercies 


and blessings. He is praiseworthy and Glorious 


Further Reading : 
Stories from the Hadith, Muhammad Zakariya 


Iqbal [Darul Isha‘at] English translation, p 5 


Sayyidah Aasiyah pW) ye 


About whom Allah says: 
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When she said, “My Lord build for me a house in the 
Garden in Your Presence. (60: 11) 


Allah the exalted says: 
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And Allah has struck a similitude for those who believe - the 
wife of Fir’awn, when she said, “ My Lord, build for me a 
house in the Gorden in Your presence, and deliver me from 
Fir‘awn and his de ngs, and deliver me from the evildoing 
people. (66: 11) 


Aasiyah pi ile .s an exemplary women worth emulating 
by Muslims. She lived in strong palaces camouflaged in deep 
green dense trees, the Nile flowing underneath with clean, pure 
water. But, despite the many blessings, she was not happy and 
content. Now what could have been the cause of her worry? 
That was her faith. She beseeched her Lord to deliver her from 
her husband and his evil deeds, and from his wrong-doing 


Sayyidah Aasiyah ) We 


About whom Allah says: 


When she said, “My Lord build for me a house in the 
Garden in Your Presence. (60: 11) 


Allah the exalted says: 
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And Allah has struck a similitude for those who believe - the 
wife of Fir’awn, when she said, “ My Lord, build for me a 
house in the Gorden in Your presence, and deliver me from 
Fir'awn and his de'ags, and deliver me from the evildoing 
people. (66: 11) 


Aasiyah pW) te .s an exemplary women worth emulating 
by Muslims. She lived in strong palaces camouflaged in deep 
green dense trees, the Nile flowing underneath with clean, pure 
water. But, despite the many blessings, she was not happy and 
content. Now what could have been the cause of her worry? 
That was her faith. She beseeched her Lord to deliver her from 
her husband and his evil deeds, and from his wrong-doing 


Sayyidah Aasiyah po) We 


About whom Allah says: 
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When she said, “My Lord build for me a house in the 
Garden in Your Presence. (60 : 11) 


Allah the exalted says: 
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And Allah has struck a similitude for those who believe - the 
wife of Fir’awn, when she said, “ My Lord, build for me a 
house in the Gorden in Your presence, and deliver me from 
Fir’awn and his de'ngs, and deliver me from the evildoing 
people. (66: 11) 


Aasiyah ->UJi ile is an exemplary women worth emulating 
by Muslims. She lived in strong palaces camouflaged in deep 
green dense trees, the Nile flowing underneath with clean, pure 
water. But, despite the many blessings, she was not happy and 
content. Now what could have been the cause of her worry? 
That was her faith. She beseeched her Lord to deliver her from 
her husband and his evil deeds, and from his wrong-doing 
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people. Her husband was at the centre of it .......... The nearest 
person to a heart is the spouse .......... But, how did it begin. 


Fir’‘awn resided luxuriously in his large palaces and extensive 
gardens like any other king. He was extremely cruel and harsh 
to his subjects and he was very arrogant and stubborn. He was 
particularly cruel to the Banu Isra‘il whom he chastised 
mercilessly. They lived a pitiful life in his country but were 
patient and quiet. 


One day, one of Fir’awn’s astrologers told him of a son that 
would be born to the Banu Isra‘il and would topple his 
kingdom. This meant more hardship for the Banu Isra’il. Fir’'awn 
went berserk and violent. He had every male child of Banu 
Isra’il slaughtered and he spared their females. However, Allah 
relieved them of their plight. 


A woman, Yukabid, resided near Fir’awn’s palaces. She was 
at the end of her term of pregnancy. When the pains began, she 
retired to a corner and sent her daughter to fetch a midwife 
posthaste. She brought her in time and a beautiful son was born 
to her. But, she was fearful of Fir’'awn’s men who might kill him. 
How could she save him. She let no one know of the child and 
for three months she suckled “Musa” without anyone learning of 
is birth. Fir’awn’s spies were always on the rounds eyeing for 
every new born. But, Allah was with the woman and He 
inspired her to make a chest, place the child into it and put the 
into the Nile, directing her daughter to follow it along the banks. 
This inspiration brought peace to her heart. She and her 
daughter put the chest in the Nile quietly unseen by anyone. 
Allah took it in His protection, and Yukabid returned home. Her 
daughter watched the chest rise up and go down with the waves 
that finally lodged it on the marble stairs by the palace. Fir’awn’s 
wife and daughters and their maid-servants used to go up and 
down these stairs. Aasiyah ->i yl saw the chest from a 
window, a beautiful child in it. The child was taken out and 
Fir'awn’s men who were around were equipped with weapons 

meant to slaughter male offspring of Banu Isra‘il. Before they 
could incite Fir’awn to order this child’s execution, Aasiyah | 
ei came to them and said: 
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Slay him not. It may be he will profit us, or we will take him 
for a son. (28 : 9) 


Sayyidah Aasiyah ->—! ite pleaded with her husband and 
finally coaxed him to spare the child. Musa was taken as 
Fir'wan’s son. Aasiyah ->~i i loved him dearly and the child 
won over their hearts. As for his mother, her worry was set at 
rest. She had entrusted the child to his Creator who strengthen 
her faith and gave comfort to her heart 


The members of the palace began to search for a nurse for the 
child. They brought several wet-nurses but he was the son of a 
king before whom: haman and the whole army prostrated. He 
did not take milk of any one of them. He was inspired by Allah. 
His sister was around and she offered to show them a wet nurse 
whose milk the child would take, saying that she was moved by 
the child’s weeping. The girl, Maryam, went to her mother and, 
though she was apprehensive that Fir’awn’s men might detect 
her as the child’s mother, she accompanied her daughter to the 
palace. Aasiyah ->~' i+ was trying to quiten the child. Yukabid 
said, “My Mistress! Let me have the child.” Aasiyah -Wi ye 
asked the girl if she had brought that wetnurse and _ she 
confirmed that she had. Indeed, the moment Yukabid picked up 
the child he was quiet and took her milk. Aasiyah +i L& too 
was pleased and comforted at that, but Fir’awn was perplexed. 
He put some questions to her and when she said that all infants 
responded to her in that manner, he instructed his minister, 
Haman to raise her salary and her satatus. Yukabid was very 
happy and her faith in Allah became stronger. She persuaded 
Aasiyah ->1i i to let her take the child home for suckling. Thus 
he was returned to her and she was much grateful to Allah for 
that. Whenever Aasiyah ->— te wished, she sent for the child 
and kept him with her. Soon, he began to crawl, to stand up with 
some support and to speak a few words, but he was not happy 
with other women. He grew up and was soon a young man and 
Aasiyah’s 5 + love for him became deeper. He was like her 
son. While she loved him, she was always fearful of her 
husband's wickedness. Yukabid had already turned him over to 
Aasiyah >) te when the suckling period was over. Fir’awn 
was unaware of his fate at the hands of the child. Aasiyah (+ 
pt, on her part, was fed up with Haman and the others who 
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prostrated before Fir’awn and addressed him with exaggerated 
titles. 


She was also repulsed when her husband claimed, “I am 
your Lord” and wondered if he had gone mad. She never did as 
those people did. 


One day, a man Hizgqil, husband of one of the maids of 
Aasiyah’s ->~i ye daughters, informed her that Musa had killed 
a man of Egypt when he was quarreling with one of the Banu 
Isra‘1l who had appealed to Musa for help. Hardly had he 
finished speaking when they heard Fir’awn roar, “Where is 
Musa?” The demanded that his sentries must arrest him and 
bring him that he might punish him. Aasiyah WW) Ye was 
worried on Musa’s account. She prayed to Him in whom she 
believed, besides whom where is no god. She prayed to Him to 
save Musa. Hizqil slipped away and ----- true believer as he too 
was ---- informed Musa: 
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The chiefs are counselling together regarding you that they 
might slay you; so depart; surely I am to you one of the sincere 


advisers. (28 : 20) 


Musa took the cue and escaped from the city. Hizqil went to 
the palace and quietly confided to Aasiyah p>! ile that he had 
sounded the warning to Musa who had fled from the city. She 
thanked Allah who had protected Musa from the evil-doers. She 
pleaded with Hizqil to find out where Musa was because he had 
grown under her care, but he expressed ignorance of his 
whereabouts and said, “He is in Allah’s protection, Allah, the 
creator, the One, the Independent.” 


Years passed away but Musa did not return. Aasiyah {1 
ei was dejected and longed to see him. But Musa was out of 


sight and nothing was heard of him. Even Firawn and his 
henchmen forgot Musa. They were certain that he would never 


return. 
Many years later, Musa returned. This time as a prophet. He 


brought true religious teachings from his Lord who had 
commanded him to go to Fir’awn to get release the Banu Isra’il 


from his captivity. 
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Fir‘awn and his henchmen had enslaved the Banu Isra’il and 
perpetrated every kind of evil on them. Sayyidina Musa >! le 
had come with clear signs from his Lord to put down Fir’awn’s 
cruelty. But, he had the fear of murder on his mind. He prayed 


to Allah: 
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My Lord, I have slain a man from among them, so I fear lest 


they slay me. (28 : 33) 


Allah comforted him. So, he said in prayer: 
Sie d CANS IG 
My Lord! Expand for me my breast. (20 : 25) 


G5 spl 523 
And ease for me my affair. (20 : 26) 
Sait) 9 672D Pe 
GE} 64 ssae Joly 


And loose a knot from my tongue. (20 : 27) 


That I may speak eloquently and they may heed my words. 
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And appoint for me a minister from my household. (20 : 29) 
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Harun, my brother ............... and associate him in my affair. 
(20 : 30 and 32) 


Aasiyah Ui ye had no knowledge of this, or what weapons 
Musa p>! a had. But when she learnt of it, she wondered how 
Fir’awn would deal with them, for, she knew his arrogant nature 
over the years. She learnt that Musa >i le was due, so she took 
a position from where she could eye Firawn’s court. 
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prostrated before Fir’awn and addressed him with exaggerated 


titles. 


She was also repulsed when her husband claimed, “I am 
your Lord” and wondered if he had gone mad. She never did as 
those people did. 

One day, a man Hizqil, husband of one of the maids of 
Aasiyah’s ->i ye daughters, informed her that Musa had killed 
a man of Egypt when he was quarreling with one of the Banu 
Isra’il who had appealed to Musa for help. Hardly had he 
finished speaking when they heard Fir’awn roar, “Where is 
Musa?” The demanded that his sentries must arrest him and 
bring him that he might punish him. Aasiyah >W) yl was 
worried on Musa’s account. She prayed to Him in whom she 
believed, besides whom where is no god. She prayed to Him to 
save Musa. Hizqil slipped away and ----- true believer as he too 
was ---- informed Musa: 
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The chiefs are counselling together regarding you that they 
might slay you; so depart; surely I am to you one of the sincere 
advisers. (28 : 20) 

Musa took the cue and escaped from the city. Hizqil went to 
the palace and quietly confided to Aasiyah p>) ye that he had 
sounded the warning to Musa who had fled from the city. She 
thanked Allah who had protected Musa from the evil-doers. She 
pleaded with Hizqil to find out where Musa was because he had 
grown under her care, but he expressed ignorance of his 
whereabouts and said, “He is in Allah’s protection, Allah, the 
creator, the One, the Independent.” 

Years passed away but Musa did not return. Aasiyah | 
-Ji was dejected and longed to see him. But Musa was out of 
sight and nothing was heard of him. Even Firawn and his 
henchmen forgot Musa. They were certain that he would never 
return. 

Many years later, Musa returned. This time as a prophet. He 
brought true religious teachings from his Lord who had 
commanded him to go to Fir’awn to get release the Banu Isra’il 


from his captivity. 


Quranic Stories of Women 41 ON) sc a 


Fir’‘awn and his henchmen had enslaved the Banu Isra’il and 
perpetrated every kind of evil on them. Sayyidina Musa -»W! 
had come with clear signs from his Lord to put down Fir’awn’s 
cruelty. But, he had the fear of murder on his mind. He prayed 


to Allah: 
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My Lord, I have slain a man from among them, so I fear lest 


they slay me. (28 : 33) 


Allah comforted him. So, he said in prayer: 
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My Lord! Expand for me my breast. (20 : 25) 
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And ease for me my affair. (20 : 26) 
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And loose a knot from my tongue. (20 : 27) 
That I may speak eloquently and they may heed my words. 
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And appoint for me a minister from my household. (20: 29) 
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Harun, my brother ............... and associate him in my affair. 

(20 : 30 and 32) 

Aasiyah >| ie had no knowledge of this, or what weapons 
Musa ei te had. But when she learnt of it, she wondered how 
Fir'awn would deal with them, for, she knew his arrogant nature 
over the years. She learnt that Musa ->—J' + was due, so she took 


a position from where she could eye Firawn’s court. 
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Sayyidina Musa Ui ae and Harun Wi ue entered 


Fir‘awn’s palace to enforce Allah's command that they should let 
him know that they were Allah’s Messengers to him and that he 
should stop oppressing the Banu Isra‘il. Aasiyah ->~) © was 
observing the proceeding from the perch. Musa ->—~! «J said: 


ded 
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so send froth the children of Isra‘il with us, and chastise then 
not. (20 : 47) 


Fir‘awn ignored this demand. He reminded Musa ->—~) 
that he had grown up at his palace and lived there for years 
together. Aasiyah »>%—~) t+ who heard him, realized the track 
Fir’awn was following and might turn hostile. But, Musa p>! 
was quick to interrupt, “Do you remind me of this supervision 
during my childhood and classify it as a favour? Listen, this was 
because of your cruelty and wickedness otherwise I would have 
grown up where I was born and, even here, I was nearly slain 
but Allah's mercy saved me. My growth in your palace is 
testimony of your cruelty and maltreatment of the Banu Isra’il”. 


Fir’awn flew into a rage. He said, “You killed a man before 
and now deny my favours.” Sayyidina Musa p>—~! J said that 
the killing was unintentional and I fled out of your sphere but 
Allah's mercy and blessing guided me to knowledge and 
wisdom and I was chosen as His Messenger. After some pause, 
Fir‘awn asked what the Lord of the worlds was. Sayyidina Musa 
ei «le asked him to look at the signs around him, on the 
universe and in himself, and at the blessings available to him, he 
said, “My lord is creator and Master of the earth and the heavens 
and whatever is in between them.” 


This aggravated Fir’awns anger and he began to shout. His 
voice carried through well beyond his court. He asked his 


courtiers to ask Musa »>Ji and Hartin ->U| te who their lord 


was. Musa ¢>~! said, “ My Lord is your Lord and Lord of 
your ancestors, of the east and west and of whatever is between 


them ---- if you have sense.” 


Fir‘awn threatened to put him behind bars if he called upon 
other then him as god. But, Sayyidina Musa ->—\ «J offered to 
convince him with clear signs and miracles. Would he then 
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believe? So, Fir’awn challenged him to bring real miracles 
Aasiyah ->~) te who was hearing this discourse wondered if 
Musa ->—' «<t would bring miracles or perform sorcery, for, in 
the latter case he would be routed by Fir’awn’s magicians. She 
then told herself that Musa i < would bring miracles 
Suddenly, he raised his staff and swinging it dropped it on the 
ground. It gave out no sound but turned into a large serpent that 
raised it head and bared its poisonous teeth. Fir’awn was 
terrified. It crawled towards him and looked as though it would 


swallow him. 

Anywey. he kept his cool and asked, “Musa ->—!' a, is that 
all? Or do you have more?” He put his hand under his armpit 
and brouzht it back shining white causing eyes to blink, and its 
light briglitened the surroundings 


Aasiyah p>! es saw these things and knew that Allah was 
helping Musa -— <l, and that Fir’awn would be defeated. Of 
course, she was scared of the serpent but then regained 
composure and hoped that Fir'awn would be frightened by it 
and concede that Musa ->' + was true. 

But, her hopes were crushed when Fir’awn accused Musa «< 
ei and his brother of being sorcerers. His ministers advised 
him to summon the best sorcerers from all over Egypt and 
subdue Musa p>! J+ through them. Aasiyah -—) Ge knew the 
story of the sorcerers but she pondered over the words of 


Sayyidina Musa -\~ 
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Surely we are two Messengers of your Lord, so send forth the 
children of Isra’il with us and chastise them not. Indeed we 
have brought you signs from your Lord; and peace be upon 
him who follows the guidance! (20 : 47) 


See 
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It has been indeed revealed to us that chastisement shall alight 
upon him who belies and turns away. (20 : 48) 


OTR ag 
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She was impressed by Sayyidina Musa >! «le eloquence. 


She remembered also how he described his Lord: 


Our Lord is He who gave everything its creation, then guided 
(it). (20 : 50) 
Failed in the debate, particularly when he asked: 


eae ae gare Bo oe 
’ 1 So all ‘ 
AY sail JUG 
What then is the position of the former generations? (20 : 51) 


Musa p> le gave this reply: 
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The knowledge thereof is with my Lord, in a Book; my Lord 
errs not, nor forgets. He who appointed for you the earth as a 
cradle and has threaded for you therein pathways, and sent 
down water from heaven. So thereby We have brought forth 
all kinds of plants; eat (those from) and pasture your cattle. 
Surely in that are signs for men of reason. (20 : 52-54) 


She gave full thought to these words and was indeed the first 
women to believe in Sayyidina Musa >! le. She spoke of that 
to her maid servant, wife of Hizqil who was a Believer but had 
concealed his faith. His wife too was a Believer. While they were 
conversing. They heard Fir’awn shout. “Tomorrow Musa p> 
will learn a lesson. His sorcery will turn to naught.’ 


The next day people gathered in an open place and the 
sorcerers displayed their magic. Their ropes crawled as snakes 
and Fir’awn and his ministers were delighted. Sayyidina Musa 
eI! «is had some fear about the result because his staff would 
also become as their ropes,What difference that would make? 
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Allah comforted him, but Aasiyah ->\ ule trembled with fear. 
Suddenly, Sayyidina Musa >! threw his staff. Lo! That was 
a quick moving serpent swirling along. It swallowed every snake 
that came in its path. Soon it had eliminated all snakes. Aasiyah 
posi le was very happy and very nearly gave out her secret but 
she restrained herself and said softly + ++! (Praise belongs 
to Allah). She praised Him more when the sorcerers declared 
their belief in Allah. Fir’awn executed the sorcerers for believing 
in Allah but, on the day of Resurrection, Allah will reward them 
heartily. 


Dejected, Fir’awn returned to his palace as did Aasiyah (tk 
eo. Not a word was spoken. Then he sat down in his large 


court and roared: 
eat ot = “7, ae s or hore 
ol 4) ey Ihe ol abl al Bes Fad) go JS G9) 
CQscai Yi a HB 


Leave me to slay Misa and let him call upon his Lord. Surely, I 
fear that he may change your religion or that he may cause 
corruption in the land. (40 : 26) 


Suddenly, a man got up from the centre of the assembly and 
spoke. He was Hizgil, the husband of Aasiyah’s Ui te maid- 
servant. She hoped that he would not speak, for otherivise 
Fir’‘awn would punish him. But, he spoke in a loud voice; 


». 
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Will you slay a man because he says, “My Lord is Allah,” and 
indeed he has brought you the clear proofs from your Lord? If 
he be a liar, so upon him will be his lie, and if he be truthful, 
there will befall you some of what he threatens with. Surely 
Allah guides not one who is a prodigal, a liar. O My people! 
Your is the kingdom today, being masters in the land; but who 
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She remembered also how he described his Lord: 


AL SE 
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Our Lord is He who gave everything its creation, then guided 
(it). (20 : 50) 
Failed in the debate, particularly when he asked: 


“jy = 4 "4 gare ber oer 
- | - - | . 
SAt afi JUS 
What then is the position of the former generations? (20 : 51) 


Musa ->—! le gave this reply: 
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The knowledge thereof is with my Lord, in a Book; my Lord 
errs not, nor forgets. He who appointed for you the earth as a 
cradle and has threaded for you therein pathways, and sent 
down water from heaven. So thereby We have brought forth 
all kinds of plants; eat (those from) and pasture your cattle. 
Surely in that are signs for men of reason. (20 : 52-54) 
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She gave full thought to these words and was indeed the first 
women to believe in Sayyidina Musa p>! <. She spoke of that 
to her maid servant, wife of Hizqil who was a Believer but had 
concealed his faith. His wife too was a Believer. While they were 
conversing. They heard Fir’awn shout. “Tomorrow Musa p>! «1+ 
will learn a lesson. His sorcery will turn to naught.” 


The next day people gathered in an open place and the 
sorcerers displayed their magic. Their ropes crawled as snakes 
and Fir’awn and his ministers were delighted. Sayyidina Musa 
eri ale had some fear about the result because his staff would 
also become as their ropes. What difference that would make? 


She was impressed by Sayyidina Musa ->Wi «le eloquence. 
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Allah comforted him, but Aasiyah »\ ule trembled with fear. 
Suddenly, Sayyidina Musa > — threw his staff. Lo! That was 
a quick moving serpent swirling along. It swallowed every snake 
that came in its path. Soon it had eliminated all snakes. Aasiyah 
po)! Ge was very happy and very nearly gave out her secret but 
she restrained herself and said softly + ++! (Praise belongs 
to Allah). She praised Him more when the sorcerers declared 
their belief in Allah. Fir’awn executed the sorcerers for believing 
in Allah but, on the day of Resurrection, Allah will reward them 
heartily. 

Dejected, Fir’awn returned to his palace as did Aasiyah {A 
pi. Not a word was spoken. Then he sat down in his large 
court and roared: 


=< 


Gs MAS a, STD Rane oS OAS no De 
al 5 1G) x45 Fass Cony Jos] G93 


Ocal AN 3 AB 
Leave me to slay Misa and let him call upon his Lord. Surely, I 


fear that he may change your religion or that he may cause 
corruption in the land. (40 : 26) 
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Suddenly, a man got up from the centre of the assembly and 
spoke. He was Hizqil, the husband of Aasiyah’s 4 ye maid- 
servant. She hoped that he would not speak, for otherivise 
Fir’awn would punish him. But, he spoke in a loud voice; 
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Will you slay a man because he says, “My Lord is Allah,” and 
indeed he has brought you the clear proofs from your Lord? If 
he be a liar, so upon him will be his lie, and if he be truthful, 
there will befall you some of what he threatens with. Surely 


Allah guides not one who is a prodigal, a liar. O My people! 
Your is the kingdom today, being masters in the land; but who 


Quranic Stories of Women 46 Ot > eli ai 


will help you against the punishment of Allah, if it comes 
upon us?” (40 :28-29) 


Fir’awn got very angry. He was taken aback at Hizgqil’s 


daring, the way he defended Musa ->—! < and preferred him 
over Fir’awn! He declared his faith in Musa’s »»—) — Lord in 
public though Fir’awn was their Lord! Moreover, Hizqil did not 
stop at that. He offered advice to the courtiers: 
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O my people! I fear for you the like of the day of the 
confederates — the like of the case of the people of Nuh, and 
Aad, and Thamud, and those after them. And Allah intends 
not evil for His servants. And O my people! I fear for you the 
day of Mutual Calling the day on which you shall turn away, 
retreating; for you there will be no protector from Allah, and 
he whom Allah sends astray, for him there is no guide. (40: 
30-33) 


Aasiyah >i ite listened attentively to him, but was also 
worried that Fir’awn would punish him severely. As for him, 
Fir‘awn had resolved to eliminate Hizqil. No one befor had 
spoken to him or to his courtiers in this manner. As for Hizgil, 
his words had no effect on Fir’awn who became more devilish 
and hard-hearted. 
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Hizqil quietly slipped away. Rather, Allah delivered him 
from Fir’awn’s punishment, for, he was a very sincere and 
simple man who preached to people without fearing censure. 


Fir‘awn retired to his room and conversed with Aasiyah | 
Pt! abut Musa ->) ae, recalling how he had raised him up in 
the palace but he founded a new religion against him. He was 
very angry and perhaps hinted at the prediction of the 
soothsayer about a child of Banu Isra’il growing up to overthrow 


————— 
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him. He sensed that Aasiyah ->—\ ite was not paying attention 
to him and seemed not to agree with him 


So, he shouted and asked her why she did not see eye to eye 
with him, “Are you not my wife?” She asked, awhy do you 
dislike Musa ->—!' -?” he was surprised. He said, “Because he 
does not agree that I am divine. He calls upon a God other then 
me.” She said, “You have misgivings about Musa p>) Je. Think 
over what has happened today. Ponder over it - why , is not 
Musa ->—' — on the right path? Do you not confirm the lies of 
your minister, Haman?” 


She added, “Haman does not like Musa -») 1 and wishes 
that you oppose Musa -»— . He also likes that you only have 
him in mind. Why do you not agree that Haman is wrong and 
Musa ->! Jc is correct?” 


He was quiet for some time and looked at her with surprise. 
What kind of talk was that from her? Now, he had doubts about 
Aasiyah ->—! |. He was also suspicious of the wife of Hizqil, 
the maid servant of his daughters. So, he set spies against them 
Ultimately, he learnt that Hizqil’s wife was a follower of 
Sayyidina Musa »>—~i «+. This provoked Fir'awn beyond 
measure because Musa’s ->\ + religion had made inroads in 
the palace. It was adopted by his wife, his servant and those who 
always respected him and believed in him as god. He 
commanded in a loud voice that Aasiyah’s ->—i ke maid servant 
as well as the maidservant’s husband, Hizqil, should be slain. 
They should be punished till they died. 


Aasiyed was worried about her maid servant. She said, “My 
maid servant knows nothing about these things.” She hoped that 
Fir'awn might not punish her, but he paid no attention to her 
words. In fact, he alluded that she too was under suspicion. He 
got up and stared at Aasiyah > + and shouted, “Where is 
Hizqil’s wife? Bring her before me.” He commanded his 
courtiers. 


They came and nabbed her---Aasiyah’s >! ite maid 
servant, the beautician of Fir’awn’s daughters who was wife of 
Hizgil. They grabbed her from all sides--- someone took her 
arm, someone pulled her hair. They dragged her to Fir’awn. He 
put questions to her. “O treacherous woman, who is your Lord?” 
she said, “My Lord and yours is Allah who has created all of us.” 
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This answer infuriated Fir’awn and he instructed his men to put 
her into fire. He said, “Rather, first burn her sons in her presence 
that she might see them die.” 


The fire was kindled. Meanwhile, Fir’'awn caused her more 
hardship. The did not stop at that. They tortured her infant son 
in her presence. The tortured her infant son in her presence. The 
son looked at his mother and said, “Dear Mother, be patient. 
You are right. Aasiyah p>) ke was moved by the sight and 
tears dropped from her eyes. She wept bitterly and said, 
“Fir’'awn, you will be destroyed. May my Lord punish you.” He 
looked at her and said, “Aasiyah p> i+ is a changed women 
Devilish and mad.” 


She said, “Nothing is wrong with me. I am neither devilish 
nor mad. | am perfectly sane. I have believed in Allah who is my 
Lord, Yours and of all these people, and of all universe.” Fir’awn 
commanded that she should be punished in the most sever way 
like her servant. But he asked that first Aasiyah’s > {A 
mother should be brought. Her mother was brought was and 
informed of everything. She went near her daughter and asked 
her if the accusations against her were correct; did she believe in 
Musa ->—) «le? Aasiyah »>! kle confirmed her faith but her 
mother tried to convince her to believe in Fir’awn but she 
declined. So, Fir’awn gave final orders to punish her. She was 
being whipped by the sentries. Fir'awn and his henchmen 
observed the sight. If she made a sound, he ordered that more 
stripes should be given to her so that she might confirm like 
before that Fir’'awn was Devine. But, she received the stripes and 
prayed to Allah (verse, 60 : 11 Surah at Tahrim): 


Allah accepted her prayer and included her among the martyrs 
and admitted her to paradise. He caused Fir’awn and his army 
to drown, making them a lesson for the future people. 


And Allah is Mighty Owner of Retaliation. 
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Further Reading: 


1) 


Is a woman appointed Prophet? see Stories 
from the Qur’an, (Darul Isha’at Karachi, 


English translation) v 2, p 289-295. 


(Aasiyah -~\ t-te bracketed with Maryam 
and the mother of Musa >i ate.) 


Stories from the Hadith (Darul Isha‘at) p 
238. 


Mother of the faithful, 
Sayyidah Ayshah sr ii 2, 


we 


Allah, the Exalted says: 
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Surely those who came with a lie (against Ayshah es ai Sy 
the Prophet's wife) is a party (of mischief- makers) among you. 
You (O Believers) do not think of this as an evil for you, rather 
it is good for you. For everyone of them shall be what he has 
earned of the sin, and he among them who took the bulk of it, 
for him shall be a mighty chastisement. Why, when you (O, 
believers) heard of it, did not the believing men and women 
think well of their own people and say,” This is a manifest 
lie?” (24 : 11-12) 


Sayyidah Ayshah is 4) .=, was the daughter of the 


~ 


companion of the Prophet --; «le a) Jo, Sayyidina Abu Bakr 
«+ at) <>). The Prophet -L- «te 4) J+ said about him: 
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Listen! He who has been most generous to me with his 
companionship and property is Abu Bakr. If I were to take a 
friend, I would take Abt Bakr as a friend, but we have the 


brotherhood and love of Islam. 


After the Mother of the Faithful, Sayyidah Khadijah 4) ~~. 
(es died and he married Sayyidah Sawdah bint Zama’ah 43) ~ 
ee, the Prophet -; te 4| 1+ proposed marriage with Sayyidah 
Ayshah | | 2). He sent Sayyidah Khawlah bint Hakim 4) 
(es with the proposal. She said, “I went to Abu Bakr’s «+ 4) 
house and met Umm Ruman, mother of Ayshah y= 4) _~,, and 
told her that blessings had descended on her and then | 
conveyed the Prophet's --; «+ 4) t+ proposal. When Abu Bakr 
«+ 4| +, came, they accepted the proposal. Previously they had 
received a proposal from Jubayr ibn Mut’in, but they did not 
accept it. Thus, she was married to the Prophet -l-; «1+ 41 J». The 
dower was determined at five hundred dirham. 


Sending off of bride: 


Then the Prophet --; «+ 3! J+ migrated to Madinah 
alongwith Abu Bakr «+ 4! .»,. After some days, the Prophet 1 
eis «le 4! sent Sayyidina Zayd ibn Harithah «+ 4) 2, to Makkah 
to fetch his family and Sayyidina Abu Bakr « 4! ~, also 
conveyed message to his son Abdullah to bring his mother and 
sisters, Sayyidah Asma + 5! 2, and Ayshah ys 4 ,», to 
Madinah. The Prophet's -, «& ai J+ slave, Abu Rafi — a ~ 
also went with Zayd ibn Harithah. while returning, all of them 
came together to Madinah. It was here that Sayyidah Ayshah _~, 
+ 4! was sent off to the Prophet's -1-; t+ ai J. home. 


Sayyidah Ayshah \-« 4) ,», narrated how she was sent to her 
husband: 


The Prophet ,-l-s ate 3) 6 came to our home. The 
Ansar gathered around. My mother came to me while | 


1. Bukhari # 3654, Muslim # 2382/2, Darami # 2190, Musuad Ahmed 
1/270. 
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was in the swing. She got me down, combed my hair, 
washed my face and hands and took me along. She 
paused at the door and I was breathing heavily. Then 
she took me in the house. The Prophet --; Jt 3! Js 
was sitting on a charpoy (which is a light bedstead in 
India and Pakistan). My Mother made me sit and said 
to the Prophet -L-; «Je 3! Js, “This is your wife. May 


Allah give you blessing through her.” 


The people went away. The marriage was 
consummated in my house. Neither was a camel nor a 
goat slaughtered, but the food that Sa’d ibn Ubadah 
a5 3! ~2, used to send to the Prophet ,-t-; ale 5! J+ was 
sent here. 


Life went on happily. However, there are always some 
unpleasant occurrences in life; and the hypocrites falsely accused 
her of wrong-doing but it turned out to earn her a certificate of 
chastity from Allah. Only Allah is the One to protect the 
Prophet's -L-; te 5) 1 household. 


The affair of Ifk: 


Whenever the Prophet -L-, «le 3) 1+ went on an expedition, 
he took along one of his wives and it was decided by ballot 
which of them should accompany him. Accordingly, the name of 
Sayyidah Ayshah (+ 4' .», was drawn when he set forth for the 
battle of Banu Mustaliq. It is a branch of Banu Khuza’ah and is 
also called Banu Judhaymah. Judhaymah means Mustaliq which 
is to ‘raise one’s voice.” This battle is also known as the battle of 
Maraysi’ because it took place near a well bearing this name. The 
Prophet -1-; + «| 1+ had learnt that they were gathering together 
all tribes to fight against the Muslims. So, he sent a cavalier 
Buraydah ibn al-Husayb «+ 4\ .>, to investigate and report about 
their chief Harith ibn Dirar. Buraydah got the Prophet’s i 1. 
-L-; «l permission to speak to them as he liked to avoid their 
mischief. 


He came to the well and, sure enough they had assembled 
and equipped themselves to the teeth. When they saw him 
coming, they obstructed him, but he said, “I am one of you. 
Having learnt of your intentions, I wish to join you in your fight 
with Muhammad. Now I will go back and bring along my tribe 
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so that we may be a force to be reckoned with and we may 
eliminate this man and his followers.” Harith ibn Dirar urged 
him to make haste and he, turning back his animal, promised to 
return soon with his forces. He went straight to the Prophet _J- 


wi y ale ail 


On hearing his report, the Prophet -L-, ae 4) J+ led his army 
forward. He took along Sayyidah Ayshah is 4) +, and 
appointed Sayyidina Zayd ibn Harithah «+ 4) ~~, as Governor of 
Madinah. Some hypocrites, like Abduflah ibn Ubayy ibn Salul, 
also enlisted themselves though their intention was to share in 
the booty. 


The Prophet ~-; Je 3) J+ gave the standard of the Muhajirs 
to Sayyidina Abu Bakr «+ “| ~, and of the ansar’s to Sa’d ibn 
Ubadah «+ 3! <>, He instructed Umar «+ 4! <<, to invite the 
disbelievers to Islam. “If they say | Yi aJi Yy then they save 
their lives and property.” 


However, the disbelievers rejected the invitation, so, the fight 
began and arrows were shot from either end. Then, on the 
Prophet -L-s «te 3! J« command, the Muslims made a single 
onslaught which the enemy could not withstand and were 
defeated. Ten of the enemy died, and the rest, men and women, 
were taken captives. The male captives numbered seven 
hundred. There was a very large booty including two thousand 
camels and five thousand goats. The Prophet J-; ue 4! Je 
commanded that the captives must be bound in fetters and 
Sayyidina Buraydah «+ 3| .», was given on additional share. 
Harith ibn Dirar «+ 4! .~, embraced Islam and the Prophet 4\ J 
wl; «le married his daughter Juwayriyah «+ | --,. This marriage 
proved to be a blessing for the tribe. The sahabah «+ 3) _-, 
released the captives in their hands because of this relationship 
Then, they returned homeward from the battlefield. When it was 
nightfall they halted for the night. Here is what Sayyidah 
Ayshah + i +, narrated: 


This journey was begun after the veil was enforced. | 
was in the howdah (which is a covered seat on the 
camel) which was placed down from the camel and 
then put back on it. We halted for some time in the 
night during which I had gone to answer nature’s call 
When I returned, I found my necklace missing, so | 
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went back to look for it. Meanwhile, the whole 
company moved ahead. They put back my howdah on 
the camel believing that I was inside because I was 
very young and very light-weight.' So, I sat down at 
that very place when I found that they had gone. I had 
my wrapper over me. A villager who used to follow the 
caravan to ensure that nothing was left behind came 
speeding along on that route on his camel. He saw me 
Wrapped in my wrapper. He came close to me and 
recognized me. He was surprised and afraid, and 
exclaimed: O ga!) 4J) U) 94! . He asked, “O wife of 
the Prophet ,1-; + 4! J+, how are you here? | gave no 
answer being ashamed and modest. He was Safwan ibn 
Mu/attal Salamiecs 4! ~», . He made his camel kneel 
down. I sat down on it and he took its reins and drove 
it towards the caravan. All throught the jurney, Safwan 
as 1 +, never even looked at me. By Allah, he did not 
utter a word and I had only heard him say: 4J! U! 9aU! 
O s-!). We caught up with the caravan at the time of 
Zuhr. 


When they were at Madinah, the Prophet -; ue a: 1+ asked 
her why she had stayed behind and she related to him the whole 
account till the arrival of Safwan «+ 4!) =~). 


The Prophet --; < i) J+ had no doubt about her truth. 
Indeed, he could not disbelieve her because Allah had ordered 
him to many her and she is his wife in both this world and the 
next and is in Allah's protection, but the hypocrites and the weak 
of faith saw her coming with Safwan and built up a story on 
that. 


The chief of the hypocrites, Abdullah ibn Ubayy, spoke 
indecent words about her to those sitting around him. Hamnah, 
the sister of Sayyidah Zaynab bint Jahsh «+ 4) >, - the mother of 
the Faithful --- did not lag behind him in casting aspersion on 
Sayyidah Ayshah + <\ .>,, and the poet of the Prophet + 3) > 
-L-s, Hassan ibn Thabit «+ 3' .>,, Mistah ibn Athathah and Zayd 
ibn Rifa’ah also spoke indecently about Sayyidah Ayshah “ —, 
Lae. 


1. Tafsir Kubra. 
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so that we may be a force to be reckoned with and we may 
eliminate this man and his followers.” Harith ibn Dirar urged 
him to make haste and he, turning back his animal, promised to 
return soon with his forces. He went straight to the Prophet _J- 


al 9 ate ail 


On hearing his report, the Prophet 1, «te i 1. led his army 
forward. He took along Sayyidah Ayshah xs 4) 2, and 
appointed Sayyidina Zayd ibn Harithah «+ 4: ~, as Governor of 
Madinah. Some hypocrites, like Abdullah ibn Ubayy ibn Salul, 
also enlisted themselves though their intention was to share in 
the booty. 


The Prophet -; «+ 4) J+ gave the standard of the Muhajirs 
to Sayyidina Abu Bakr «+ 4! <=, and of the ansar’s to Sa’d ibn 
Ubadah «+ 3! ~-,. He instructed Umar «+ 3) <=, to invite the 
disbelievers to Islam. “If they say 4) Y} aj) Y then they save 
their lives and property.” 


However, the disbelievers rejected the invitation, so, the fight 
began and arrows were shot from either end. Then, on the 
Prophet .t-; < 3! J- command, the Muslims made a single 
onslaught which the enemy could not withstand and were 
defeated. Ten of the enemy died, and the rest, men and women, 
were taken captives. The male captives numbered seven 
hundred. There was a very large booty including two thousand 
camels and five thousand goats. The Prophet --, ue 4) J» 
commanded that the captives must be bound in fetters and 
Sayyidina Buraydah «+ 4! .+, was given on additional share. 
Harith ibn Dirar «+ 3) ~~, embraced Islam and the Prophet 4) _.- 
ols ale married his daughter Juwayriyah «+ 4) .>,. This marriage 
proved to be a blessing for the tribe. The sahabah « 4) _~, 
released the captives in their hands because of this relationship 
hen, they returned homeward from the battlefield. When it was 
nightfall they halted for the night. Here is what Sayyidah 
Ayshah iy my _-*) narrated: 


This journey was begun after the veil was enforced. | 
was in the howdah (which is a covered seat on the 
camel) which was placed down from the came! and 
then put back on it. We halted for some time in the 
night during which I had gone to answer nature’s call 
When I returned, I found my necklace missing, so | 
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went back to look for it. Meanwhile, the whole 
company moved ahead. They put back my howdah on 
the camel believing that I was inside because I was 
very young and very light-weight.' So, I sat down at 
that very place when I found that they had gone. I had 
my wrapper over me. A villager who used to follow the 
caravan to ensure that nothing was left behind came 
speeding along on that route on his camel. He saw me 
wrapped in my wrapper. He came close to me and 
recognized me. He was surprised and afraid, and 
exclaimed: 0 gar!) asi Ui! ga Ul He asked, “O wife of 
the Prophet j—; J 5) J+, how are you here? | gave no 
answer being ashamed and modest. He was Safwan ibn 
Mu’attal Salamis+ 4! ~+, . He made his camel kneel 
down. I sat down on it and he took its reins and drove 
it towards the caravan. All throught the jurney, Safwan 
as wi! ~», never even looked at me. By Allah, he did not 
utter a word and I had only heard him say: at! I ga) 
O g-!). We caught up with the caravan at the time of 
Zuhr. 


When they were at Madinah, the Prophet ~-; «+ a) i> asked 
her why she had stayed behind and she related to him the whole 
account till the arrival of Safwan «+ 3! »,. 


The Prophet -; + 4! 4+ had no doubt about her truth. 
Indeed, he could not disbelieve her because Allah had ordered 
him to many her and she is his wife in both this world and the 
next and is in Allah's protection, but the hypocrites and the weak 
of faith saw her coming with Safwan and built up a story on 
that. 


The chief of the hypocrites, Abdullah ibn Ubayy, spoke 
indecent words about her to those sitting around him. Hamnah, 
the sister of Sayyidah Zaynab bint Jahsh «+ 4\ = , - the mother of 
the Faithful --- did not lag behind him in casting aspersion on 
Sayyidah Ayshah \-= | 2), and the poet of the Prophet in J 


~L- 5, Hassan ibn Thabit «+ 5 .»,, Mistah ibn Athathah and Zayd 
ibn Rifa’ah also spoke indecently about Sayyidah Ayshah 4 —, 
les. 


1. Tafsir Kubra. 
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This rumour and scandal spread throughout Madinah. The 
Prophet pl; ale 0) + and Abu Bakr «+ 4! >, also heard of it. 
Every Muslim was disturbed. Only Allah discloses the truth and 
protects his pious slaves and Abu Bakr «+ .i\ .>, house was also 
in His protection. Only Sayyidah Ayshah t¢+ \ 2, did not know 
about it. Meanwhile, she fell ill and told her parents about her 
illness. Also, she did not receive the same attention from the 
Prophet ,L- ; «le si 1+ who merely asked her how she was. 


When the Prophet's ~-; J i) J. inattention grew, she 
sought his permission to go to her parents’ home and he said 
forthwith that she might go. She went there and she had been ill 
for twenty days knowing nothing about the mischief.! One night, 
she went out to relieve herself when, Umm Mistah bint Ibrahim 
ibn Abdul Muttalib «+ | 2), who was with her and was Abu 
Bakr «s | 2, cousin, slipped and swore, “Mistah is 
unfortunate.” (Now he was her son as well as a participant of the 
Battle of Badr.) Sayyidah Ayshah s+ 4) 2, reprimanded her for 
speaking so of him. She asked, “O daughter of Abu Bakr 4) », 
«s, do you not know?” Then, when she denied knowledge, Umm 
Mistah related to her the rumour. 


Sayyidah Ayshah s+ 4! .», wept. She came home and 
complained to her mother for not telling her about the scandal. 
She comforted her, “Daughter, do not worry. It is very seldom 
that if a woman is beautiful and her husband loves her and she 
has co-wives that people do not speak ill of her.” 


As for the Prophet ~-; 5) J», it is very difficult for us to 
imagine what he may have gone through. He was confident 
about Sayyidah Ayshah \;+ 4! .~, and he loved Abu Bakr’s _-, 
«s 3\ family as before. He came among the people and spoke to 
the people. He praised Allah and said, “O people! What is 
wrong with people? They hurt me concerning my wife. They 
blame her unjustly. By Allah, I have not known from her but 
good. She has piety and good.” Tears came to the eyes of his 
listeners. They were all grieved because the Prophet 3! J- 
is was hurt. Some of the Sahabah «+ 3) 2, were prepared to 
seek revenge from those who had perpetrated the evil and some, 
indeed, resolved to fight them. Sayyidina Usayd ibn Hudayr _-, 
as «1 stood up and said, “ O Messenger of Allah, if the rumor- 


1. Aybab un Nuzul — Naysabun. Tafsir Qurtabi. 
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mongers are from the Aws then we are enough for them. But, if 
they are from the Khazraj, you give us the command and we will 
sever their necks.”! 


Sayyiudina Sa’d ibn Ubadah «+ 3) 2, also stood up and said 
to Sayyidina Usayd «+ 4\ .2,, “You lie! You know that they are 
of the Khazraj. If they were your people then you would not 
have spoken so.” Usayd «+ | +, accused him angrily, “Sa’d, 
you are supporting the hypocrites.” The two tribes nearly came 
to blows. The Prophet -L-; te 4) J+ called Sayyidina Ali «« 3) >, 
and Usamah ibn Zayd «+ ii ©, and sought their advice. The 
latter praised the family of Abu Bakr «+ 4) 2, and the Prophet's 
pis le ! J wife and said that the rumours were a pack of lies. 
Sayyidina Ali «+ 3) .2, said, “O Messenger of Allah, there is no 
dearth of women. There are other women besides her. You ask 
the female slave about her, she will reveal to you.” The Prophet 
pies ce bi J summoned Sayyidah Barirah ks 4) >, and asked 
her about Sayyidah Ayshah + 4) >). She assured him that she 
had seen no wrong in her. Sayyidina Ali «+ 4) 2, got up and 
began to beat her and asked her to speak the truth. She said on 
oath that there was nothing bad in Sayyidah Ayshah tgs i 2). 
She said, “The most is that when I knead bread and keep it in her 
care, she goes to sleep letting the sheep devour it.”? 


The Prophet -L-, 3) 1. then went to Abi Bakr «+ Si <2, 
house when he and his wife and an Ansar woman were there. 
She and Sayyidah Ayshah y+ .\ .», were weeping. He came to 
them and praised and sanctified Allah. Then he said, “O Ayshah 
ee al ~2,, people say something about you. If that is correct then 
repent to Allah, for, he accepts repentance.”? The moment she 
heard these words, her tears dried up. She was terrified and 
could not speak though she wished to speak. Her limbs --- as her 
tongue --- failed to respond. She looked imploringly towards her 
parents that they might say something for her but they too were 
in a state of shock. She said to her father finally, “Father, why do 
you not speak for me?” He said, “Dear daughter! By Allah we do 
not know what to say.” Umm Ruman | 4! _.2, also could not 


1, (Qasas ul Anbiya ) Stories of the Prophets, Ibn Kathir. 


2’ Siratun Nabi, Ibn Kathir, v 3, p 308 (English Translation: the Life of 
Prophet Muhammad Ly «1: 4) 1 under printed: p 430 Darul-Isha‘at). 


3. Tarikh Tabari v 3 p 67. 
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speak. Sayyidah Ayshah |= 4! 2, herself ventured to say to her 
husband, “By Allah, the repentance that you mention, | will 
never make. By Allah , if I confirm what people say then that 
would be untrue. Allah knows that I am innocent and if I deny, 
you people will reject me. But, I will say what Yusuf’s father had 
said: 


-“ Serr 
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Goodly patience! And Allah is he whose help is ever there to 
seek against that which you describe. (12 : 18) 


She did not say anything else after that.! 


Shortly thereafter, the Prophet --, « i) J- received a 
revelation. Her parents awaited Divine mercy. The whole house 
was calm, and absolute quiet prevailed. Signs of revelation 
abated, the Prophet --; «le 4) 1+ wiped off perspiration from his 
forehead and said, “Good tidings, Ayshah + 5! =)! Allah has 
absolved you of sin.” Abu Bakr’s «+ 4 .», face brightened and 
the burden was taken off from his shoulders and his heart was at 
peace. Sayyidah Umm Ruman \&s 3\ 2, got up and took her 
darling daughter in her lap and asked her to go to her husband. 
But, she said, “I will never get up and will not praise anyone 
other than Allah. He has absolved me.” 


Then she asked her father why he had not offered an excuse 
for her, and he said that he could not do so without having 
known the facts. He then praised Allah and went down in 
prostration of gratitude. The Prophet -l-y «le | 1. went to the 
mosque and recited the revelation he had received: 
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1. Tarikh Tabari. 
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Surely those who came with a lie (against Ayshah gsr 4! <>), 
the Prophet’s wife) is a party (of mischief-makers) among you. 
You (O Believers) do not think of this as an evil for you, rather 
it is good for you. For everyone of them shall be what he has 
earned of the sin, and he among them who took the bulk of it, 
for him shall be a mighty chastisement. Why, when you heard 
of it, did rot the believing men and women think well of their 
own people and say, “This is a manifest lie?” Why did they 
(the slanderers) not bring four witnesses thereof? So, as they 
have no: brought witnesses, so those are the liars in the sight 
of Allah. And had there not been Allah's bounty upon you and 
His mercy in this world and the Hereafter, there would have 
certainly visited you a mighty chastisement on account of what 
you have indulged in. (24: 11-14) 


The Qur’an did not stop at mentioning the innocence of 
Sayyidah Ayshah + 4! ., but it prescribed stripes for those 


=) 


who had scandalised her. This clear command was enforced: 
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And those who accuse chaste women, and then bring not four 
witnesses, scourge them with eighty stripes, and never ever 
accept their testimony, and those — they are the transgressors. 
(24: 4) 


Then the Prophet .-; ws 3) J+ enforced the Divine 
command. The hadd (prescribed limit) was enforced on Mistah 
ibn Athathah, Hassan ibn Thabit and Hamnah bint Jahsh. Eighty 
stripes were awarded to each of them. 


Hassan ibn Thabit «+ 4) .s, realised his mistake and he was 
remorseful over it all his life. He was the Prophet's Ly a a) Je 
poet and then came to be called ‘poet of the Muslims and Islam.’ 
After this event of ifk, people kept away from him, so he was 
much grieved. He composed a lengthy ode in which he regretted 
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his behavior with the Mother of the Faithful, Sayyidah Ayshah 
ler atl 2). 

May Allah forgive him. The Muslims have for given him and 
taken him back in their ranks, for, Islam forgives and loves. 
Sayyidina Abu Bakr «+ 4! +, also forgave him. 


Sayyidah Ayshah’s + 4) =, return: 

She returned to the Prophet's -L-; «le 3) 1+ house with more 
honour because the Qur'an had declared her innocence and 
raised her in honour. She and the Prophet --, ce | J. loved one 
another more dearly and he told her once, “I can tell when you 
are pleased and when displeased.” She asked, “How, O 
Messenger of Allah?” He said, “When you are pleased, you say, 
‘By the Lord of Muhammad! otherwise, you say, “By the Lord 
of Ibrahim!” She Said, “O Messenger of Allah! By Allah, I will 
never again omit you name.”! 


She often boasted before her co-wives that the Prophet 4! _1- 
ri; ale had said to her, “Ayshah + 4) .2,, your love is strong in 
my heart like a ring of an iron chain.” 


Sayyidina Amr ibn Aas «+ 4\ 2, said that he had asked the 
Prophet ,L- 5 «le «ti 1 who he loved most. He said, “Ayshah _.-, 
lee s!.” He asked, “Who among men?” The Prophet pl; te 3! J» 
said, “Her father.” When he asked about the next, he said, 
“Umar,” and took other names. 


Sayyidah Ayshah + 41! +, used to say with pride that she 
was married to the Prophet ,-L-; «le 4! 4+ in the month of 
Shawwal and their marriage was consummated in the month of 


Shawwal again and no one else can say the same thing about 
themselves. 

The other wives of the Prophet -L, ot 3! J+ requested 
Sayyidah Fatimah + 4! 2, once to plead their case before the 
Prophet ,-; Je 3) J+ and she spoke to him. Sayyidah Ayshah 
ys i! 2, was also there. She said, “Father! Your wives have 
requested me to tell you that you do not give them the same love 


1. Bukhari: Kitab us-Sirah. Bukhari, Mislim # 2442 (Kibab ul Managib 
and Kitab’ al Fadail resectively.) 
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as you give to the daughter of Abu Qahafah.”! He said, “O 
beloved daughter, do you love whom I love?” She said, “Yes!” 
So he said, “Then love her (Ayshah (y+ 4! _-»,).” She then told the 
other wives that she would never speak to them about Sayyidah 
Ayshah tyr 3) 2, 

They lived in this manner till the Prophet's -l-s ae 3) J. 
death. He died with his head in her lap. She said, “I felt that his 
head was heavier. His eyes were towards the heaven and he 
said: AP| ce he! 5.3 Lib (Rather, the companion of 
High from Paradise). He chose his Lord who sent him with the 
truth. His soul was thus taken away. Then I put his head on a 
pillow and wept. With other women. “3 


She then survived for many years. She was a source of 
Hadith for all Muslims. She was a jurist. Her contemporaries 
said about her that her knowledge surpassed the knowledge of 
all other wives of the Prophet ~~; J 4! J- and other women.4 


She died at the age of sixty-six years. She knew thousands of 
Ahadith of which two thousand one hundred and ten are 
narrated in Books of Ahadith. Sayyidina Abu Hurayrah 4! 2, 
«+ led her funereal salah and she is buried by the other noble 
wives of the Prophet -L-, + 4\ 1. in al-Baqi’. She had given this 
instruction to her nephew, Abdullah ibn Zubayr «+ 3) =), 


She was lowered down in the grave by her nephew Abdullah 
ibn Zubayr «+ 4) 2), and Urwah ibn Zubayr. May Allah send to 
her thousands of blessings and mercies. She has left behind an 
example for women in bravery, piety, purity, knowledge and 
deeds. She has left behind a permanent source of knowledge for 
many to draw upon &+ 3! >). 


1. Abu Bakr «+ & >,. 

2. Muslim # 2442 

3. Tarikh Tabari v 3 p 167 
4. Isabeh v3 p 140 
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Further Reading: 


Can creatures encompass secrets of the Creator) see 
Stories from the Quran (Darul Isha’at, Karachi) 
English translation v 2 p 353) 


(the Affair of lfk) ibid v 2 p 557. 


Queen Bilquis 
Allah says: 


2 


ss > <7 FS - se s . s-- 7 
‘i : - (32 — wis At . Cano Ue of hE thee 94 “a7 
ee Jb 0) tel Geb ol fa Wee sil a LN LS Se 


4 Z 


BO) 7463 nea 7 - + 4 - A 041 4) 
- *, -\ \ -* aC "o \ 317 - 4 ¢ 
ald oy cre S52) ak G)}3 thle. 4 a9 Oo! bo ed A, (| on o& 


Gs aaa AIL Se eS) cer ’ 
AMAT . Sh edge c “ i 
ley Lele Le 5b A Spo) bo a Ls aie bs! 


Kah pS itt 


Ss! ot de pre sh 


eA a ee Riedy 2c 5 te A aa Ne, Clos 
PSie> Oi) SEIS Gd Svat cys Ide S56 pace Var 


- 
“ez 4s 


Aap ty aw, vies Si ae ioe te bn 7317 
VERS Je 65 oS be Gy db JS 5 Sd $5 (US) 


a > one ae 4 OS? KS Ze 7 tt % CREAT = S- Lye 
Jt ele Ue 6) Orie Y onl oe 38S Al cosh SEs a 
Ae « ue, BI > oR cy aS --- ks 7-7 
G42 Ls oe ASN LGN, Se a NG tbe SGI 


He said, “O chiefs, which of you will bring me her throne, 
before they come to me in submission?” A giant of the jinn 
said, “I shall bring it to you before you rise up from your 
place; and surely I am strong, trusty for this.” One who had 
some knowledge of the book said, “I shall bring it to you be- 
fore your glance returns to you.” Then, when he (Sulaymen) 
Saw it settled before him, he said, “This is of my Lord’s bounty 
that He may test me whether I thank (Him) or prove ingrate. 
And whosoever gives thanks, gives thanks only for his own 
soul, and whosoever is ungrateful, then surely my Lord is self- 
sufficient, Beautiful.’ He said, “Disguise her throne for her, so 
that we may see whether she is guided or she is of those who 
are not guided.” So when she came it was said, “Is your throne 
like this?” She said, “It seems to be the same. And we were 
given the knowledge before this and we have submitted 
ourselves in Islam to Allah.” (22: 38-42) 


Sayyidina Sulayman ,->_\ + became master to the affairs of 
the Banu Isra’il with his father Sayyidina Dawud > ce. Allah 
had subjugated to him the jinns, human beings, birds and the 


Quranic Stories of Women 64 Nl 3 cS as 


winds; and together with the grandeur of the world. He also 
blessed him with Prophethood which is a great blessing. He 
prayed to Allah, “O Allah! Grant me a kingdom the like of which 
no one gets after me.” Allah accepted his supplication and gave 
him that kingdom. 


Whenever Sayyidina Sulayman ->— te got out of his home 
to go to the throne, all birds, men and jinn presented themselves 
to him. They bowed before him. He sat down on his royal 
throne. Everyone respected and obeyed him and this was Allah's 
favour to him. Allah grants to him whom He wills without 
measure. 


Sayyidina Sulayman ¢>~' «le was very handsome and fair 
skinned. He had a fleshy skin and a radiant face and dense hair. 
He wore white garments. His father trained him in his early life 
but, when he grew up, took his advice in the affairs of the state. 
Allah has mentioned in the Qur’an their judgments, among them 
is the story of sheep that had devoured the fields of a people 


The Qur'an: 
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And remember Dawud and Sulayman, when they gave 
judgment in the matter of the field into which the sheep of 
certain people had strayed by night: We did witness their 
judgment. To Sulayman We inspired the (right) understanding 
of the matter: to each (of them) We gave judgment and 
knowledge.! (21 : 78-79) 


The sheep had strayed into the vineyard and devoured all 
the grapes. Sayyidina Dawud pI! Je ruled that all sheep should 
go to the owner of the field. But Sayyidina Sulayman pH! 
said, “O Prophet of Allah there is a better judgment. Entrust the 
vineyard to the owner of the sheep and ask him to tend to it till 


I. This and the following translations up to (27 : 29) are from Abdullah 
Yusuf Ali 
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he repairs it and returns it to its owner.! Sheep should be given 
to their owner. 


If Sayyidina Sulayman »>\ ae ever learnt that Allah's 
command was not observed anywhere on earth then he would 
wage Jihad against them. He would often participate in the jihad 
and have a magnificent, large platform of wood prepared for 
him. The army and the weapons would be placed thereon and 
would command the wind to take them to their destination. 
Allah says: 


v6 ae A> Aa AG nal GA eal 
Then We subjected the wind to his power, to flow gently to his 
order, withersoever he willed. (38 : 36) 


Historians? say that he had six hundred chairs placed on the 
platform. When important people came they would sit thereon 
near him. Noble jinns also came and sat next to human beings 
and birds spread overhead to give them shade. The chairs would 
take them and very long distances were covered in short time. 
The Qur'an says: 
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And to Sulayman (we made) the wind (obedient); its early 
morning (stride) was a month’s (journey), and its evening 
(stride) was a month’s (journey). (34 : 12) 


He would appoint as chief of every species of birds; the 
strongest oné of that very species. He would refer to this leader 
and take it to task when that was necessary. Thus, during a 
journey, water was scarce but neither men nor jinn could detect 
presence of water underground. Someone told him that the 
hoopoe cold detect the source of water, but they were missing 
from the army. He said: 
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1. Tabari (v 1 p 487) 
2. Ibid. 
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Why is it I see not the hoopoe? Or is he among the absentees? I 
will certainly punish him with a severe penalty, or execute 
him, unless he bring me a clear reason (for absence). (27 : 20- 
21) 


Indeed, the hoopoe had a valid reason. It found on flying 
over the palace of Bilquis a large garden and another hoopoe 
there. It asked that hoopoe why it was not with Sulayman «a 
>I). the hoopoe of Bilquis asked it, “Who is Sulayman ->—! a? 
So it informed the other that Sulayman p>! e was a man whom 
Allah had sent as His Messenger and subjected to him the wind, 
the jinns, the mankind and the birds. But the hoopoe of Bilquis 
said, “What you say is surprising , but I have more surprising 
news.” And it said, “These people are a large number and a 
woman rules over them” 


- «3 
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And provided with every requisite; and she has a magnificent 
throne. (23 : 23) 


And they worship the sun, not Allah.” 


At this point Sulayman’s -\ + hoopoe remembered that 
he had strayed for long from the army of Prophet a Sulayman « 
e>Ji . So he flew there. Before he arrived, other birds told him 
that the Prophet was very angry at his absence and would 
punish him unless she had a sound excuse. He went there very 
humbly and submitted, “O chief! I have brought information 
that you do not possess ---- 
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I have compassed what you haven’t compassed. (22 : 22) 


~------ after I went from here.” Sayyidina Sulayman />—! «+ 
commanded the hoopoe to related what ever it had seen, and it 
did so, saying: 
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I found (there) a woman ruling over them and provided with 
every requisite; and she has a magnificent throne.) (27 : 23) 


“But the devil has led them astray and they worship not Allah. 
They worship the idols and the sun. Their throne is adorned 
with rubies and pearls, gold and silver but they thank not the 
Bestower of these things. ’ 
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Allah! There is no God but He, the Lord of the Mighty 
Throne.? (27 : 26) — This verse calls for prostration. 


Sayyidina Sulayman -»—) «l- was surprised and said that he 
would investigate. He said, “Take this, my letter and drop it to 
them. Wait for their response and do doserve their reaction.” 


The hoopoe took the letter and dropped it in the lap of 
Bilquis, the Queen. She was surprised and scared but picked it 
up and summoned her ministers and chiefs and said: 
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O chiefs! There has been cast unto me an honorable letter. It is 
from Sulayman e~! a, and it is, “In the name of Allah, the 
compassionate, the Merciful, (saying) “Rise not up against me, 
but come to me in submission.” (27 : 29-31) 


Her ministers and officers gave her advice. 
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They said, “We possess force and we possess great might. But 
the command is yours, so consider what you will command. 
(27 : 33) 
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1, Al- Bidayah wa an Nihayah, v1 p 20. 
2. Al- Bidayah wa an Nihayah, Ibn Kathir v 1 p 20. 
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Why is it I see not the hoopoe? Or is he among the absentees? I 
will certainly punish him with a severe penalty, or execute 
him, unless he bring me a clear reason (for absence). (27 : 20- 
21) 


Indeed, the hoopoe had a valid reason. It found on flying 
over the palace of Bilquis a large garden and another hoopoe 
there. It asked that hoopoe why it was not with Sulayman «te 
-»—/\. the hoopoe of Bilquis asked it, “Who is Sulayman ->— J? 
So it informed the other that Sulayman ->—!| te was a man whom 
Allah had sent as His Messenger and subjected to him the wind, 
the jinns, the mankind and the birds. But the hoopoe of Bilquis 
said, “What you say is surprising , but I have more surprising 
news.” And it said, “These people are a large number and a 
woman rules over them” 
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And provided with every requisite; and she has a magnificent 
throne. (23 : 23) 


And they worship the sun, not Allah.” 


At this point Sulayman’s -+~ + hoopoe remembered that 
he had strayed for long from the army of Prophet a Sulayman «e« 
ei . So he flew there. Before he arrived, other birds told him 
that the Prophet was very angry at his absence and would 
punish him unless she had a sound excuse. He went there very 
humbly and submitted, “O chief! I have brought information 
that you do not possess ---- 
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I have compassed what you haven’t compassed. (22 : 22) 


------- after I went from here.” Sayyidina Sulayman pW! & 
commanded the hoopoe to related what ever it had seen, and it 
did so, saying: 
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I found (there) a woman ruling over them and provided with 
every requisite; and she has a magnificent throne.! (27 : 23) 


“But the devil has led them astray and they worship not Allah. 
They worship the idols and the sun. Their throne is adorned 
with rubies and pearls, gold and silver but they thank not the 
Bestower of these things. ’ 
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Allah! There is no God but He, the Lord of the Mighty 
Throne.? (27 : 26) — This verse calls for prostration. 


Sayyidina Sulayman >) le was surprised and said that he 
would investigate. He said, “Take this, my letter and drop it to 
them. Wait for their response and do doserve their reaction.” 


The hoopoe took the letter and dropped it in the lap of 
Bilquis, the Queen. She was surprised and scared but picked it 
up and summoned her ministers and chiefs and said: 
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O chiefs! There has been cast unto me an honorable letter. It is 
from Sulayman p\~! «, and it is, “In the name of Allah, the 
compassionate, the Merciful, (saying) “Rise not up against me, 
but come to me in submission.” (27 : 29-31) 


Her ministers and officers gave her advice. 
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They said, “We possess force and we possess great might. But 
the command is yours, so consider what you will command. 
(27 : 33) 


1. Al- Bidayah wa an Nihayah, v1 p 20. 
2. Al- Bidayah wa an Nihayah, Ibn Kathir v 1 p 20. 
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She did not agree with their suggestion to fight but inclined 
to compromise and make peace. She did as any wise person 
should do by considering every facet of an issue. She told them 
that when a powerful people invade any territory they bring in 
their wake destruction to the fields, lands and people, and they 
humble the nobles and rule with an iron hand. She suggested 
that she could send an excellent gift to Sulayman ->—) J. If he 
accepted the gift then he was like any worldly power and they 
could fight him because they were very strong. If he did not 
accept the gift then they would have to ponder over the next 
step. Accordingly, she sent her nobles with choicest gifts. The 
hoopoe hurried and informed Prophet Sulayman ->~! of all 
that. So, he commanded the jinns to build a palace for them the 
like of which they had not seen and would be bewildered on 
seeing it. 


When they came, they were wonderstruck on seeings the 
palaces. Sayyidina Sulayman > —e met them with a very 
radiant face. They presented the gifts and requested him, on 
behalf of their queen, to accept them. Allah had granted him 
wisdom and he who is given wisdom is given much good. He 
declined to accept the gifts and slaves and said very politely: 
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will you help me with wealth? But what Allah has given me is 


better then what He has given you. Nay, it is you, who exult in 
your gift. (27 : 36) 


He told them that Allah had given him what He had not 
given anyone else and that they were a disbelieving people. He 
could not accept their wealth which could hinder him in 
propagating religion. He told them: 
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Go back to them, so we shall surely come against them with 
hosts which they cannot withstand, and we shall certainly 
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expel them from there abased, while they are humbled. (27 : 
37) 


They returned and gave their report. The Queen conceded 
that they had no option but to submit and accept their invitation. 
So, she took her people - all and sundry --- and travelled from 
Saba to surrender to Prophet Sulayman ->~ <. When he learnt 
of their arrival, he said to those around him of men and jinns:! 
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“O chiefs! Which of you will bring me her throne, before they 
come to me in submission?” A giant of the jinn said, “I shall 
bring it to you before you rise up from your place.” (27 : 38-39) 


A knowledgeable among them said: 
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I shall bring it to you before even your glance returns to you. 
(27 : 40) 


This man of knowledge got the better of the jinns. He got the 
throne within the blink of an eye. Prophet Sulayman Pui «Je 
thanked Allah for the blessing whereby He tried him whether he 
was grateful or not. He instructed the jinns and men to make 
some changes to the throne to see if she was intelligent enough 
to recognize it. When she came and was asked about it, she 
wondered how it could reach therein such a short time in spite 
of being placed under many guards. “But,” she said, “it seems 
the very one.” 


The she was taken to a palace of glass prepared specially for 
her. When she entered it, she thought that it was a pond of water 
and raised her garments revealing her shanks. She was told that 
there was no water but a clean palace built of glass. She was 
amazed and recognized Allah's power. Her heart was filled with 
faith and she confessed: 


1, Al-Bidayah wa an Nihaya v 2 p 2. 
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My Lord, surely I have wronged myself. (22 : 44) 


She regretted having wasted most of her life by not 
worshipping Allah. She affirmed that she embraced Islam only 
for Allah at the hands of Sulayman p>~) le. She sought Allah's 
pleasure and ability to be obedient to Him Who is the Most 
Merciful for those who show mercy. She prayed, “If You do not 
forgive me and have mercy on me then I will have no refuge.” 


She said, “My Lord, Surely I have wronged myself, and | 
submit myself together with Sulayman e¥-J! J to Allah, the 
Lord of the worlds. (27 : 44) 


Therefore, Prophet Sulayman p> le was given a mighty 
kingdom along with an exemplary Prophethood. 
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So, peace be on Sulayman and on Dawid eX! Ute 


Further Reading: 


Stories from the Qur’an. 


(Darul Isha’at, Karachi) v 1 p 490 f (named Queen 
Shecba) 
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Sayyidah Khawlah bint Tha’labah us 4) 2, 
Allah the Exalted, said: 
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Allah indeed has heard the words of her who pleads with you 
concerning her husband and makes her plea to Allah; and 
Allah hears the conversation of both of you. Surely Allah is 
Hearer, Seer. Those of you who say concerning their wives, 
“Be as my mother’s back,” they are not their mothers. Their 
mothers are only those who gave them birth. And surely they 
are saying a loathsome word and a lie. And surely Allah is 
pardoning, forgiving. And those who say concerning their 
wives, “Be as my mother’s back,” then retract what they have 
said, must free a slave before the two of them touch one 
another. To this you are exhorted. And Allah is Aware of what 
you do. But he who finds not the means then on him is the 
fasting for two consecutive months before the two of them 
touch one another. But if he is not able to do it, then on him is 
the feeding of sixty indigent persons. That is in order that you 
may believe in Allah and His Messenger. And these are 
Allah’s limits. And for the disbelievers is a painful 
chastisement. (58 : 1-4) 
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This great woman deserves to be congratulated. Her station 
is worth envying. Allah heard her complaint and answered her 
in the Qur'an thereby giving her a place of honour. 


The Prophet's -L-; Je | 1+ house in Madinah was a refuge 
for every scared and worried person --- and for every seeker of 
truth and knowledge. This woman who also knocked at the 


refuge was Sayyidah Khawlah bint Tha’labah ibn Asram 
khazraji. 


She was married to Sayyidina Aws ibn as- Samit, brother or 
Ubadah ibn as-Samit, and was a very early Muslim, who loved 
Islam dearly, as did his family. When she married, she was very 
beautiful and self-sufficient in wealth. She lived in peace even 
after her marriage and when she heard of Islam she accepted it 
willingly. She swore allegiance to the Prophet -; + 4) J, 
being the first Ansar woman to do so. He husband too swore 
allegiance to him. 


They lived a happy life and even with age her beauty did not 
subside. While she was offering salah one day, her husband 
looked at her and recalled the Prophet --) + 4) J+ Hadith 
about a wife: 


45 po Uga)! Bi 15) 
When he looks at her, she pleases him. 


He thought, “Indeed, she pleases me,” and he was inclined 
to cuddle her but she was engaged in salah. When she had 
finished, he made advances but she was averse and moved 
away. He lost his temper and, in his anger, said that she was 
forbidden to him like his mother, saying: 


cst BS” lt CsI 
“You are to me like the back of my mother.” 


Sayyidah Khawlah was taken off guard by these words of 
Sayyidina Aws «+ 4! _.>,, for, this was reminiscent of pre-Islamic 
days when a husband made his wife unlawful to himself forever 
by using these words. She moved away from her husband 
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because these were the harshest words of divorce leaving no 
option to revoke it. 


She felt pained deeply, for, that was a life time separation 
from her dear husband. This was not less than punishment to 
keep away from the father of the children who was her repose 
during her hardship. Merely sitting by him brought her peace. 
How many springs of life she had spent with him! They had 
never disagreed or had an unpleasant word. “What will happen, 
O Allah! Why did it happen?” She blamed herself. What if she 
had responded positively! She told him that he could have been 
a little patient and avoided the split in the family: Their children 
would not have suffered. “O Aws «+ 4\ 2), may Allah forgive 
you!” She was immersed in grief. Tears did not stop from her 
eyes. Regret and remorse was writ large all over her. She 
comforted herself that she would have recourse to the Prophet 
ply ale 3) 1+ who would guide them. Sayyidina Aws «+ il 62) 
went through the same experience. He was very sorry, a picture 
of grief and deeply remorseful. He said, “Khawlah, now you are 
forbidden to me and there is no way we may patch up again.” 
She said, “ You did not use the word tallaq (divorce). Your words 
were use in the jahiliyah for everlasting separation. Go to the 
Prophet ,1-, Je ai 1 and tell him everything. He will guide us.” 
He said, “I am ashamed. I dare not ask him for a solution. But, 
you do go. Allah may deliver us from the tragic event.”? 


Therefore, Sayyidah Khawlah + 4! 2, went to the house of 
Sayyidah Ayshah \s | 2). Ansar women often visited her. 
They had deep affection for her, and the Prophet's -L-; le ai 1. 
home was a refuge and hope for every grief-stricken, and an 
assembly of knowledge for every seeker. She knocked at the 
door and Sayyidina Ayshah ys 4\ 2, welcomed her and 
presented her to the Prophet -l-; le ii lL. . She sat down facing 
him and narrated her tale of woe and confessed her fault. She 
spoke of their young love and this plight in old age and said, “If 
I entrust my children to him, they will suffer and if I keep them 


with me then they will be hungry.” She pleaded that Aws had 
not used the word tallaq. 


The Prophet ,L-y « i te said, “I see nothing but 
unlawfulness in it, but I have no command for this case. I have 


1. Tabagat, Ibn Sa’d, p 378. 
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no command in this matter.” He never gave a decision on his 
own. The Qur'an affirmed this nature in him: 
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He does not speak out of (his own) desire; this is naught but a 
revelation revealed. (53 : 3-4) 


He gave no judgment. She argued with him that there aught 
to be a solution to this problem. Finding no answer, she raised 
her hands to Allah then and there, “O Allah! I complain to You 
of my grief. Remove my grief of separation from my husband. O 
Allah! Reveal a way out through the tongue of Your Prophet.”! 


She made this supplication to Allah in the house of 
Sayydidah Ayshah + 4) >). Everyone in the house heard her. 
Sayyidah Ayshah | | +, said, “This supplication of Khawlah 
made me and the others weep out of pity for her.”2 


Meanwhile, the Prophet ,-) «l ii le sent someone to 
Sayyidina Aws ibn Samit «+ 4) >, it to get details of the case 
from him. When he came to the Prophet -L-y «- i 1», he asked, 
“What is it that your cousin says?” He said, “She speaks the 
truth. I have committed zihar with her.2 O Messenger of Allah! 
What do you command us in this case?” He said, “Till you 
receive my command, do not approach her.” Aws «+ 4) .~, 
observed complete silence while Sayyidah Khawlah \s 4) 2, 
said, “O Messenger of Allah, he has nothing. It is I who give him 
his provision.” 4 

Everyone awaited the divine command. The two people 
involved prayed imploringly to Allah. Sayyidah Khawlah 4! ., 
\~« now looked at the heaven, now around her and now at the 
Prophet's ,1-, «le | 16 tongue to listen to Allah's mercy and a 
redressal of her plight. There! Signs of coming of revelation were 
apparent on the Prophet's --y a ii J. face! There was 
perspiration on his forehead! 


1. Tabagat Ibn Sa’d, p 379. 

2. Ibid. 

3. ‘Zihar’ is the word for what Aws «+ | 2, had done. 
4. Tabagat (Ibid). 
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Sayyidah Ayshah \+ 5\ .>, confided to Sayyidah Khawlah 
ee a! 2,,"A command is about to be revealed concerning you.” 
She prayed, “Oh Allah! Let it be good for us. I expect good from 
Your Prophet.” 


Sayyidah Ayshah \&+ 4) +, said, “While we expected the 
revelation, we could detect the anxiety Khawlah was going 
through, fearing a perpetual separation from her husband.” 


The signs of revelation were over on him and the Prophet _2- 
ely ale ti smiled. He said, “O Khawlah!” She hastened to 
exclaim, “Heie am I. O Messenger of Allah!” She saw his smile 
and, in he: nappiness, stood up suddenly! “Allah has revealed a 
command ibout you and your husband,” he said and recited: 
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Allah indeed has heard the words of her who pleads with you 
concerning her husband and makes her plea to Allah and 
Allah hears the conversation of both of you. Surely Allah is 
Hearer, Seer. Those of you who say concerning their wives, 
“Be as my mother’s back, “ they are not their mothers. Their 
mothers are only those who gave them birth. And surely they 
are saying a loathsome word and a lie. And surely Allah is 
pardoning, forgiving. And those who say concerning their 
wives, “Be as my mother’s back,” then retract what they have 
said, must free a slave before the two of them touch one 
another. To this you are exhorted. And Allah is Aware of what 
you do. But he who finds not the means then on him is the 


HPS ae - -| \ : 
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fasting for two consecutive months before the two of them 
touch one another. But if he is not able to do it, then on him is 
the feeding of sixty indigent persons. That is in order that you 
may believe in Allah and His Messenger. And these are 
Allah’s limits, And for the disbelievers is a painful 
chastisement. (58 : 1 -4) 


Till the end. Then he said to Sayyidina Aws ibn Samit 4! ~~, 


as, “Can you get a slave freedom?” He submitted, “By Allah, | 
am unable to do that.” Then, “Can you keep fast?” He 
submitted, “I cannot do that too.” He asked, “Can you feed sixty 
needy people?” He submitted, “If you will help me with 
sadaqah then I will do that.” The Prophet .-, a 3) J» said to 
his wife, “Instruct him to go to Umm al-Mundhir bint Qays and 
ask her for a few waas of dates and give them as sadaqah to sixty 
needy people. Sayydina Aws + | >, wasted no time to get the 
dates and disburse them among the needy. Now his wife was 
again lawful to him. Allah guided the other Muslims too out of 
ignorance. 


This was Khawlah bint Tha’labah \s+ 4) +, beset with 
anxiety and problems. She left behind an avenue of correction 
for people who repented their mistake. She turned to Allah and 
His Messenger ,-l-s «le 3! J+ and prayed to Allah sincerely and 
he accepted her repentance. Let us draw a lesson from this event. 
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The Prophet's .., Je a) J. household 


Allah says: 
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O Prophet, why forbid you what Allah has made lawful to 
you, seeking to please your wives? And Allah is Forgiver, 
Merciful. Allah has indeed ordained for you (O Believers) the 
absolution from your oaths, and Allah is your Protector, He is 
the knower, the wise. And (recall) when the Prophet confided 
to one of his wives a certain matter, then she informed about it 
(to the other) and Allah disclosed that to him, he made known 
( to her) a part of it and passed over a part. So when he 
informed her of it, she said. “Who informed you of it?” He 
said, “The knower, the Aware informed me.” If you two turn 
towards Allah repentant, your hearts are indeed so inclined; 
but if you support one another against him, then, surely Allah 
is his Protector, and Jibril and the righteous Believers; and 
after that the angels are his helpers. It may be that if he 
divorces you, his Lord will give him in exchange wives better 
than you, submissive, believing, obedient, penitent, devout, 
given to fasting, previously married or virgins. (66 : 1-4) 
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The Prophet's 5 + i) t+ home was an example for the 
Muslims. All excellent qualities pertaining to relationships were 
found in his home . Each of his wives vied with the other to gain 
more nearness to him and incline him towards her. Sometimes, 
their female nature got the better of them. 


The Prophet's -L-; «le 4) J+ daughters were born to Sayyidah 
Khadijah s+ 4) .»,. They were Sayyidah Fatimah | 3) _-, 
Sayyidah Zaynab y+ 4) .~,, Sayyidah Rugayyah \+ 4) ~~, and 
Sayyidah Umm Kulthum (+ 4) 2, in whose presence he found 
great comfort. However, like every other man, he too longed to 
have a male child, but till the age of sixty years he had no son 
That was Allah’s will. 


Now, the Prophet -l-; «le 4) J+ also invited heads of many 
governments and states to Islam, the Mugqawgis of Qubt among 
them. He had sent his letter to him through a sahabi, Sayyidina 
Hatib ibn Abu Balta’ah «+ 3\ .~,. In his letter, he also quoted the 
Qur'an: 
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O people of the Book! Come now to a word common between 
us and you that we shall worship none but Allah and that we 
shall not associate anything with Him, and that none of us 
shall take others! as lords besides Allah. “If they turn back 
then say, “Bear witness that were are Muslims.”? 


The Muqawgis read the letter carefully and with respec 


Then he asked Sayyidina Hatib «+ 4! .», about the Prophet 4 
rly ale wil, He described him. The Muqawgis conceded that h 
knew that a Prophet -L-; «le 4) 1 was to come but regretted tha 
his people would not obey him in this case which clearly reflect 
that his throne was dearer to him. However, he sent a letter i 


1 This portion is: “and that some of us do not take some others as lord 
instead of Allah” (Ma‘ariful Qur’an v 2 p 92). Or, “and that we elex 
not among ourselves ....” (Abdullah Yusuf Ali) 

2 Tarikh Tabari v3 p90. 
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response and two female slaves, some clothe and a riding beast 
He entrusted the sahabi with these things and requested him to 
keep their conversation in congidence.! 


Sayyidina Hatib «+ 3| +, departed for Madinah with 
Mariyah qubtiyah, her sister, a slave, a thousand golden dinars, 
twenty garments of fine Egyptian cloth, an excellent mule called 
Daldal, some honey, perfume and musk. During the journery he 
recounted the history of Makkah and Madinah to his co- 
travellers and told them about Islam. He also described to them 
the Prophet's -l-, + 5) J» habits. He invited Sayyidah Mariyah 
(ge i -», and her sister to Islam and they became Muslims. 


He reached Madinah in 7AH shortly after the Prophet 4) 1- 
~L-, «Je had returned from Hudaybiyah having concluded peace 
with the Makkans. He accepted the gifts and chose Sayyidah 
Mariyah |» 4) 2, for himself and gave her sister as a gift to his 
poet Sayyidina Hassan «« 4\ >. 


When the Prophet's -l- «te ai 1 wives learnt that he had 
received an Egyptian woman with curly hair and an attractive 
nature whom he had lodged at the house of Harithah ibn 
Nu’man «+ 4! 2), they felt hurt.2 Each of them loved the Prophet 
ply ale i! t+ dearly and wished to have him exclusively. 
Sayyidah Ayshah \+ | .», who was the closest of his wives to 
him learnt that the Prophet -l-, «te 3) lL» spent most of his time 
at the house of Sayyidah Mariyah \+ 4\ +, because she was 
beautiful and fair complexioned. She was Umm Ibrahim --- 
mother of the Prophet's --) «ts 3) 1 son, Ibrahim. Her place of 
lodgings, Aaliyah, later came to be called Ashriyah Umm 
Ibrahim. It is known for its dates and green fields.* 


Soon, she was pregnant and Ibrahim --- a male child --- was 
born to her. When he learnt of it, the Prophet -L-y Je a! + was 
very happy and he felt grateful to Allah. 


The birth of Sayyidina Ibrahim WX) + caused the standing 
of Sayyidah Mariyah + 4) .~, to rise in the Prophet's «le 4i 1. 
~L-y eyes. His visits to her increased and he was very happy on 
seeing his son. 


1. Ibid. 
2. Tabagat Ibn Sa’d. 
3. Ibid ( v8 p 212 - Account Mariyah). 
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One day, he took his son to Sayyidah Ayshah \s 4) +, and 
addressed her in happiness that she might enumerate his 
resemblances to his father. But, she had tears in her eyes on not 
having her own son and a merit over the other wives because of 


him. The Prophet 1, «le ai 1+ did not like this attitude of envy. 


Once, while he was with Sayyidah Hafsah \s 3) ~,, she 
requested his permission to go to her parents home. He gave the 
permission. When she was gone, Sayyidah Mariyah came and 
stood close to him. Meanwhile, Sayyidah Hafsah yes 4) 2, 
retuned and found her in her apartment. When she was gone, 
Sayyidah Hafsah s+ +) .», complained to him about her 
presence, saying. “If you had any thought of me, you would not 
have done so, “ and she wept. The Prophet -; we 4) J» was 
hurt by this conduct. He could not have done such a thing to his 
wife who was also his companion’s daughter. He knew that she 
would pass on her feeling of deprival to her co-wives and they 
too would blame him. He decided to please her. So he confided 
to her a secret and she promised not to let anyone else know 
about it, but she disclosed it to one of her co-wives. He had 
forbidden Mariyah | 4\ 2, to himself and requested Sayyidah 
Hafsah \-s 4! 2, to forget whatever had happened. She was 
pleased with this decision of the Prophet 1-5 + 5! J+ but could 
not keep the secret. She disclosed it to Sayyidah Ayshah 4\ .-, 
(~« who also regarded it as an affront and soon all his wives 
learnt of the secret. All of them discussed the affair and took it 
very seriously. Then Prophet --; + +! J+ learnt of this and 
decided to take a stern step. He could not let it pass lightly. He 
swore to keep away from them for a month. So, he retired to a 
nearby date garden. His room had nothing but a rough jute mate 
and he posted his slave Ribah at its door. 


Sayyidah Hafsah y+ 4) .2, was most repentant on this 
consequence. She was most given to keep fast and devote herself 
to worship in the night and regretted that she was responsible 
for letting out the secret. She had betrayed the Prophet «le i! 1. 
ri». 


News spread all over Madinah that the Prophet -L-y te i! 
had divorced Sayyidah Hafsah y+ 4! ,», or all his wives. 
Sayyidina Umar «+ 4! 2, visited her and found her weeping. He 
said, “I think the Prophet -l-; Je 5! J+ has divorced you. He had 
given you a divorce once but on my request he had revoked it 
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and now (these add up to two pronouncements and) I will not 
speak for you at all.” 


No one could muster enough courage to meet the Prophet 
ris ale a! J+, but since his daughter was involved, Sayyidina 
Umar «+ 4! >, went to the Prophet's ,-; 1 3\ J» lodgings. He 
sought permission to enter, so Sayyidina Ribah «+ 4) .>, went in 
to seek it, but when he returned he did not say anything at all 
He simply resumed his post at the door. Sayyidina Umar 4 2, 
«+ again sought permission, but the slave gave no answer. So, 
the third time, he raised his voice while seeking permission and 
the Prophet -, le +! J» gave him permission to enter. He went 
in and began to weep. The Prophet -; + 4) le asked him why 
he wept. He said, “O Messenger of Allah, why do you worry 
yourself about your wives? If you have divorced them then 
Allah, Jibril >) ue, Mika’il Xi ae, 1, Abu Bakr «<> 3! <2, and 
all Muslims are with you.” The Prophet .-, + +: J+ was very 
happy on hearing this but he told him that he had not divorced 
his wives; he had only severed ties of relationship with them for 
a month 


Sayyidina Umar «+ 5) .», came to the Muslims who were 
happy on learning that the Prophet --; le ai J+ had not 
divorced his wives but had vowed to keep apart from them for a 
month. Their worries about his personal life were set at rest. 


When his noble wives U4 4! >, learnt that the Prophet 1+ 
~L-; «Je «ti was expected to return home, they stood at the door of 
their respective apartments to welcome him home. When she 
saw him coming, Sayyidah Ayshah \+ 3) 2, said, “O Prophet 
wis «le t! J» of Allah! May my parents be ransomed to you, you 
were displeased with me!” His face grew more radiant with 
happiness at her words and he recited those verses of the Qur'an 
that were revealed to him on that occasion. 


ain y ate al 
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We shall marry her to you 


Allah says: 
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And when you said to him whom Allah has blessed and to 
whom you had shown favour, “Keep your wife to yourself and 
fear Allah, and while you were concealing in you mind that 
which Allah was going to disclose, and you were fearing 
mankind, whereas Allah has a better right for you to fear Him. 
So when Zayd had had his want fulfilled of her, We joined her 
in marriage to you, in order that there should be no blame for 
the believers in marrying the wives of their adopted sons who 
have had their want fulfilled of them. And Allah’s 
commandment is ever performed. (33 : 37) 


Sayyidah Zaynah bint Jahsh is 4' >, said to the Prophet _1- 


“O Messenger of Allah, I am not like your other wives. 


Every one of them was given to you in marriage by father, 
brother or a relative, but Allah gave me to you in marriage in the 


heavens.”! She took pride in this fact. 


She was very religious. She was also very generous. We will 
now look into her life. Indeed, we have seen that a verse of the 
Qur’an was revealed for her. 


1. Al- Isabah. Bukhari (Jawhed). 
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Zaynab + i +, bint Jahsh ibn Dayab: 


She was the daugher of the Prophet's 1-5 «le 4) J+ paternal 
aunt, and one of the earlier Muhajir women. Her mother was 
Umaymah bint Abdul Muttalib ibn Hashim. Her mother was the 
real sister of Abdullah, son of Abdul Muttalib. She was first the 
wife of the Prophet's -l-; <e 3) t+ slave, Sayyidina Zayd ibn 
Harithah \ 4) .2,. Then she married the Prophet Ly «te a) J. 


If we peep into the times before the Prophethood, Zayd _~ 
«s .\ was not a slave by birth. He was son of Harithah ibn 
Shurahil ibn Ka’b Kalbi Qahtani of the tribe Zayd al-Laat. 


His mother was taking him to her father when some people 
snatched Zayd and sold him in the market of Ukkaz for four 
thousand dirhams to Hakim ibn Hizam. He gave him away to 
his aunt Sayyidah Khadijah y+ 4\ .», who gave him to the 
Prophet -l-s a i) J+ as a gift. 


Zayd’s fathers Harithah learnt of his where abouts and met 
the Prophet -l-; «le 1) J in the Ka’bah and pleaded with him 
that he should release Zayd.! So, he summoned Zayd and he 
recognized his father and uncle but preferred to remain with the 
Prophet -l-; «le 3! 1+. He told his father that he would never 
separate from the Prophet -l-y ue i) .J~ who then declared 
before the Quraysh that Zayd was his son and they were heirs of 
one another. Thereafter, he was called Zayd ibn Muhammad. He 
was the first to profess Islam after Sayyidina Ali «+ 4) ~,. 


When he was of marriageable age, the Prophet -l-5 «1+ ai J 
chose for him his paternal cousin, Sayyidah Zaynab bint Jahsh 
but her brother, Abdullah ibn Jahsh «+ 4) 2, rejected him, and 
she said, “I will never marry him.” However, the Prophet 4! J 
-L- «le convinced them that Zayd «+ 4) 2, was a good Muslim 
and a noble one and both his parents were decent Arabs. Both 
brother and sister agreed to obey the Prophet --. + 3! J+. This 
verse was also revealed on the occasion: 
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1. Tarikh Tabari. 
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And it is not for a believing man or believing woman when 
Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter, to have the 
choice in their matter. And whoso disobeys Allah and His 
Messenger has surely gone astray into manifest straying. (33 : 
36) 


After this command Sayyidina Zayd «s+ 4\ .2, and Sayyidah 
Zaynab s+ | 2, married willingly to thereby confirm that no 
Arab has merit over a non-Arab except on the basis of piety. 
With the help of Allah, they lived happily and he provided them 
with means of comfort too, for, He does what He wills. And He 
willed to teach a religious question to the Muslims. 


The relationship of the couple took an unpleasant turn. Their 
love for one another gave way to hatred. Soon, Zayd «+ 3! _— 
could not endure it and he complained to the Prophet «+ 3! J- 
~-; that he could not live with her. He comforted him and 
encouraged him to retain his wife with him.! 


Sayyidah Zaynab + \ +, was passing a life of dislike for 
Sayyidina Zayd «+ 5) .», . She was conscious of her beauty and 
of her relationship with the Prophet -L-; + 5) Je and Zayd =, 
«s 4\ was fed up with this superiority that she claimed. She 
neither obeyed him nor was satisfied with life with him. He 
again complained to the Prophet -L-; «le 3) t+ who again 
instructed him to retain her to him. However, the Prophet 4) J- 
~L-, «le had learnt from Allah that Zayd «+ 41 .>, would divorce 
her and then he would marry her, yet he hoped that they would 
reconcile. He also prayed to Allah to cause them to live together 
cordially, but Allah revealed to him that His decision was final 
and he should not worry what people say: 
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You were concealing in your mind that which Allah was going 
to disclose; you were fearing mankind where Allah has a 
better right for you to fear Him. (33 : 37) 


So, finally Sayyidina Zayd «+ 4\ ,», divorced Sayyidah 


1. Tarikh Tabari v 3 p 42. 
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Zaynab \+ | +, bint Jahsh ibn Dayab: 


She was the daugher of the Prophet's L-; Je ) 1s paternal 
aunt, and one of the earlier Muhajir women. Her mother was 
Umaymah bint Abdul Muttalib ibn Hashim. Her mother was the 
real sister of Abdullah, son of Abdul Muttalib. She was first the 
wife of the Prophet's l-; a i 1+ slave, Sayyidina Zayd ibn 
Harithah \+ | .>). Then she married the Prophet -L-y ae i Js 


If we peep into the times before the Prophethood, Zayd _~ 
«s ti was not a slave by birth. He was son of Harithah ibn 
Shurahil ibn Ka’b Kalbi Qahtani of the tribe Zayd al-Laat. 


His mother was taking him to her father when some people 
snatched Zayd and sold him in the market of Ukkaz for four 
thousand dirhams to Hakim ibn Hizam. He gave him away to 
his aunt Sayyidah Khadijah y+ | .», who gave him to the 
Prophet -L-y «le i! J+ as a gift. 

Zayd’s fathers Harithah learnt of his where abouts and met 
the Prophet -L-; te i) 1+ in the Ka’bah and pleaded with him 
that he should release Zayd.' So, he summoned Zayd and he 
recognized his father and uncle but preferred to remain with the 
Prophet -L-; «le ai t+. He told his father that he would never 
separate from the Prophet -L-, « 3i J+ who then declared 
before the Quraysh that Zayd was his son and they were heirs of 
one another. Thereafter, he was called Zayd ibn Muhammad. He 
was the first to profess Islam after Sayyidina Ali «+ 3) >, . 


When he was of marriageable age, the Prophet Ly J i! J+ 
chose for him his paternal cousin, Sayyidah Zaynab bint Jahsh 
but her brother, Abdullah ibn Jahsh «s 4! 2, rejected him, and 
she said, “I will never marry him.” However, the Prophet i 1+ 
i «le convinced them that Zayd «+ 3! .», was a good Muslim 
and a noble one and both his parents were decent Arabs. Both 
brother and sister agreed to obey the Prophet -. + 4) J+. This 
verse was also revealed on the occasion: 
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1. Tarikh Tabari. 
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And it is not for a believing man or believing woman when 
Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter, to have the 
choice in their matter. And whoso disobeys Allah and His 
Messenger has surely gone astray into manifest straying. (33 : 
36) 


After this command Sayyidina Zayd «+ | <2, and Sayyidah 
Zaynab + 4 +, married willingly to thereby confirm that no 
Arab has merit over a non-Arab except on the basis of piety 
With the help of Allah, they lived happily and he provided them 
with means of comfort too, for, He does what He wills. And He 
willed to teach a religious question to the Muslims. 


The relationship of the couple took an unpleasant turn. Their 
love for one another gave way to hatred. Soon, Zayd «+ 4! — 
could not endure it and he complained to the Prophet «+ 4) J- 


~: that he could not live with her. He comforted him and 
encouraged him to retain his wife with him.! 


Sayyidah Zaynab \+ 4! 2, was passing a life of dislike for 
Sayyidina Zayd «+ 4) 2, . She was conscious of her beauty and 
of her relationship with the Prophet -l-; + 3! J. and Zayd =, 
«s 4! was fed up with this superiority that she claimed. She 
neither obeyed him nor was satisfied with life with him. He 
again complained to the Prophet --; «le | J+ who again 
instructed him to retain her to him. However, the Prophet i 1- 
--; le had learnt from Allah that Zayd «+ 4) -2, would divorce 
her and then he would marry her, yet he hoped that they would 
reconcile. He also prayed to Allah to cause them to live together 
cordially, but Allah revealed to him that His decision was final 
and he should not worry what people say: 
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You were concealing in your mind that which Allah was going 
to disclose; you were fearing mankind where Allah has a 
better right for you to fear Him. (33 : 37) 


So, finally Sayyidina Zayd «+ 4\ 2, divorced Sayyidah 


1. Tarikh Tabari v 3 p 42. 
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Zaynab ys | .>,, After the waiting period, known as the iddah, 
was over the Prophet -; a 3) 1+ married Sayyidah Zaynab 


ye O! +. She used to pride herself on three things: 


his new wife and then he came back but they were still sitting 
gossiping. Finally they went away and he put down the 
curtain.”! The following verse was revealed on this occasion: 

1) Her grandfather and the Prophet's -, J i) J+ was the 


same person, Abdul Muttalib. os) LG AES i of Be Zee RAG oe 
. i Bans ‘ 7. —- See 


2) Allah married them off. p 


pyouh ASAAGS isla ols ee 15) ISN 45) yk Ke LLL 
3) Jibril >| te conveyed to each of them the Message or c : pest 
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proposal of marriage. gee eal os Sa BES ASS Seely CURED. 
This is why she prided herself over the other wives of the PAD ae aay ee , a rey Soe 
Prophet -L-; «te i) Le, ans soni BE » Gal Spe MAE LY (he ee 
The background is that the Prophet ~-; a 4) J+ was ol —_" ENS Gi vy) E-gz lt s . S slal ws 5 NS by 
speaking to Sayyidah Ayshah \s +) ~», when he swooned BE SB OR SS ar re” A Ree BER AS 
Shortly, he recovered and smiled to say, “Who will take the good ( Ns Of Nau) cote Gs Ama}! las ol Ys aul Sy) yap 
news to Zaynab?” And he recited these words: LoS Ns De ee 
f (53) Le all wc Olas 
Ale SLi asl Cua aily ate “ii = ex Jy 3) O you who believe! Enter not the houses of the Prophet ai + 
<< say 4- ely ale except when leave is given you for a meal, without 
OF ai aly waiting for its cooking being finished — but when you are 
And when you said to him whom Allah has blessed and to pipe: at ol wen sy sae eae eee ce 
x é isperse — nor lingering for a familiar talk. Surely that annoys 
whom you had shown favour, “Keep your wife to yourself and the Prophet p+) «lc a + but he is shy of (asking) you (to 
AE TEE, leave), but Allah is not shy of the truth. And when you ask 
The Prophet's -l-y «le 3) J. servant Sayyidina Salma 4) _.», them (the Prophet's wives) of any goods, ask them from 
ie went to Sayyidah Zaynab + 4) 2, and conveyed to her the behind a curtain. This is purer for your hearts and their hearts. 
glad tidings. She stood up immediately and _ offered It is not for you to annoy the Messenger of Allah, nor you ever 
supererogatory Salah to express gratitude.! marry his wives after him. Surely that in the sight of Allah 
After the marriage, the Prophet --; le 5) J» slaughtered a would be a great sin. (33 : 53) 
goat and instructed Sayyidina Anas «+ 4) 2, to invited people The veil was enforced on the Prophet's -, a 3! J. wives 
to the Walimah (which is a wedding feast). People came in large after this verse was revealed. Sayyidah Zaynab’s + 4\ >, age at 
numbers and ate turn by turn. Anas «+ 4| .2, said, “When the time of her marriage to the Prophet -L-, te 3) J+ was thirty- 
everyone had eaten, the Prophet --; J+ 4! J» instructed me to five years. Her name was Barah. He changed it to Zaynab. He 
remove everything. Some people kept sitting and conversing and also changed the name of Zaynab bint Abu Salamah to 
The Prophet -l- «Je i 1+ was also there and his wife sat, her Zaynab from Barrah.? 
back towards the wall. The Prophet 3 ate i) te did not like the Sayyidah Ayshah ys 4) +, confirmed that after her, 
men overstaying. Then two men remained who kept talking. He Sayyidah Zaynab \+ 4) .», and Sayyidah Umm Salamah 4! —, 


went out, enquired after his wives and they too enquired about 


Ae 1. Bukhari and Muslim (Hadith Walimah). 
1. Tarikh Tabari v 3 p 43. Muslim # 1048-2. > Muslim # 2142. 
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les were dearest to the Prophet -l-; ue 3) J+ . She said, “There 
was none of the Prophets’s wives who could complete with me 
(in getting his attention).”' However, she had a disagreeable 
moment with her when she and Sayyidah Hafsha ys .i\ ~~, said 
to the Prophet .l-; «+ 3) J that they smelt gum although she 
had cooked excellent food and had served him honey. 


One day Sayyidah Ayshah + 4! ~~, won her argument with 
Sayyidah Zaynab &+ 3! .», and the Prophet ~-; a 4) Js 


” 


remarked, “She is the daughter of Abu Bakr «+ 3) =). 


However, when Sayyidah Ayshah ys 5 +, was blamed 
falsely, Sayyidah Zaynab spoke for her and took a stand against 
her own sister Hammah bint Jahsh && 4) +). Sayyidah Ayshah 


is 3! ~, said, “Zainab protected Allah’s religion and said 
nothing but good.”? 


She also said, “I did not find any woman more religious than 
Zaynab, more God-fearing, more given to join ties of relation- 
ship, more generous and giver of charity and she was most of all 
engaged in getting near to Allah.”4 


This is a tribute from a co-wife. Indeed, she was from a noble 
family of the Hashims. 


Before the Prophet -; lt 4) J+ married Sayyidah Zaynab 
igs «i! .»,, the arabs treated their adopted children at par with 
their real children in all matters including inheritance and 
marriages, etc. but, Islam enforced the correct and eliminated the 
wrong and Allah made His Prophet -L-, a 5) J+ an example for 
the Muslims to emulate. The Qur’an mentioned it explicitly: 


z 1) 44 22% Fee Bh B- 57 = 177 


$e Ax ae TS ae -s GA 
os! a 0) 2 ! | 5Ageyg AU! gad 3} crys Ys ope) of 44 


oR 1% a 4G te Zs : a “ > 
iid hn OP NGS A gw)9 AN SISOS Ce 


y 7 y 
77 an 477 4 7 4-7 


And it is not for a believing man or a believing woman when 
Allah and His messenger have decreed a matter to have the 
choice in their matter. And whoso disobeys Allah and His 
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Sirah Ibn Hisham v 3 p 311 
Bukhari, Muslim 
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Messenger has surely gone astray into manifest astraying. (33 : 
36) 


= = 

Sr EF £95 | 42 $4 > , “fer 
(38) odav | er 1 Ks \_3 
~ 5 DAS ah! 4! OD 49 (| 


There is no blame for the Prophet ele; Je 4! Js in that which 
Allah has ordained for him. Such has been Allah's wont with 
those who passed away aforetime - and the commandment of 
Allah is a decree, decreed absolutely. (33 : 38) 


Thus, the issue was settled that the Prophet +-. J 4) J. was 
not the father of Zayd «+ 4\ ~,. It cannot be said, Therefore, that 
he married his son’s wife. The Qur'an says 


Muhammad is not he father of anyone of your men, but he is 
the Messenger of Allah and the last of the Prophets. And Allah 
is ever knower of everything. (33 : 40) 


Sayyidah Zaynab + 4\ >, loved the Prophet -l-5 ale 3) to 
all her life and was faithful to him. He said, “She of my wives 
will follow me who has the longest arms.” Sayyidah Ayshah =, 
ys 4| who narrated this Hadith said that whenever they were 
together, they measured their arms on the wall but Sayyidah 
Zaynab was short statured yet she was the first of the wives to 
follow the Prophet -L-; « A _- in death. So, they understood 
that he had referred to her generosity. 


She did handicraft and dyed hides and gave away in charity 
all her income.! She narrated twelve Ahadith, two of which find 
mention in Bukhari and Muslim.2 


After the Prophet's ,l-; «le 4) J+ death, the competition 
between his wives + 4! .+, on getting this favours also ended. 
Thereafter, everyone acknowledged that Sayyidah Zaynab i >, 


1 Al-Isti‘ab 4/1851. Isabah 8/93. 
2 Hakim , Tabaqat Ibn Sa‘d. 
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+ was dear to him. She had mercy on the Believers, was a 
dutiful worshipper and much devoted to Allah, the Exalted 


It is narrated that Sayyidina Umar «+ «4 .», once sent her 
from the State Treasury twelve thousand (dinars). She prayed “O 
Allah, do not let me have this wealth again because it is a trial.” 
She then disbursed the money to her relatives and the needy. 
Sayyidina Umar «+ «i! +, came to her and said that he would 
send another one thousand dirham, but when he did, she 
distributed all that as before. 


Farewell: 

When in 20 AH, her death was near, she disclosed that she 
had kept aside a shroud and that Umar «+ 4) .2, would send 
another. “ So, one of these should be given away in charity. And 
if you can give away my waist down shroud in charity, do 
that.”! 

May Allah have mercy on her. She did understand the 
meaning of charity. Let our mothers and sisters emulate her 
example and our daughters conduct themselves on Allah's 
commands and the Prophet's --; « 3! J+ sunnah. Her life 
should be an ideal for every Muslim woman. 


Sayyidah Ayshah + 4! 2, said on her death, “A praise - 
worthy and a worshipping woman has departed from us. The 
orphans and the needy are now worried.” 

The Prophet -l-, t+ i! J. had said, “The first of you to meet 
me will be the one with long arms.”2 Indeed, she was the first of 


his wives to die. 
peace be on Zaynab in the perpetual paradise. 
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And let those who find not the means to marry keep chaste 
until Allah enriches them of His bounty. And from among 
those whom your right hands possess those who seek a writing 
(of emancipation), so write it for them if you find any good in 
them, and give them of the wealth of Allah that He has given 
you. And constrain not your slave-girls to prostitution, if they 
desire to keep chaste, that you may seek the chance goods of 
the life of this world. And whosoever constrains them, then 
surely Allah is, after their constraint, Forgiving, Merciful. (24 : 


33) 


In the jahiliyah, even the noble Arabs compelled their female 
slaves to commit adultery and sell their bodies. This is a story of 
a sincere repentance and Allah's forgiveness. 


The chief of the hypocrites had left no stone unturned in 
opposing every command of the Prophet -l-; te 3) J. Besides, 
he had not stopped at blaming the innocent Sayyidah Ayshah 
ys 4) +, about whose chastity the Qur’an testified. Rather, he 
perpetrated worse and more daring crimes. He compelled some 
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female slaves to prostitution. How surprising that a noble of a 
tribe invited his guests to commit sin. His female slave, 
Musaykah, was ‘permitted commodity’ for every man. He gave 
her on rent. She was just one of several other of his female slaves 


so used 


In fact, the Jews and the hypocrites had joined forces secretly 
to conspire against the Muslims. Before the Prophet's J 4\ J- 
Ji-; migration to Madinah, the Madinans had regarded 
Abdullah ibn Ubayy as a leader and were preparing to crown 
him as a king. But with the Prophet's -; le 3! 1. coming, they 
gave up the idea. As a result, the hypocrite had a grudge against 
Islam and Muslims. He always became angry at Muslim 
prosperity and victory. In the Battle of Uhud, he withdrew with 
one-third of the army angering the Prophet 1; ae i J- 


When he failed to check the Muslims, he resorted to sinful 
ways and tried to spread in decency among the Muslims and 
corrupt the pure society that was building up. 


He employed beautiful girls, Jews and non-Jews. And placed 
red banners before certain houses where they were available to 
men. He tried to lure young Muslims to these brothels and give 
up their chaste lives. Musaykah was one of these slave-girls and 
she had been employed even before the Muslims had come to 
Madinah. She and her mistress Mu’adhah were compelled by 
him to the life of sin. 


With the advent of Islam in Madinah, these places of sin 
were also sent its message. Islam aimed at eliminating them and 
raising the status of women. Musaykah too was attracted by this 
religion and she was discussing it with Mu’adhah when 
Abdullah ibn Ubayy come to them and he threatened the two 
women. He forbid them to listen to the man who had come from 
Makkah and to meet women whose husbands were Muslims. He 
took a step further and promised them a huge reward if they 
lured a young Muslim to life of sin. Musaykah wondered why 
he tried to damage Islam and Muslims. Surely, there was 
something of significance in Islam! 


Musaykah met some Ansar women secretly and learnt of 


Islam and the position of women. She learnt from them of the 
Prophet's .1-; le a! Je and his companions -¢ 5! 2, character 
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and realized how the hypocrite was exploiting her and othe: 
women. She learnt of self-respect and chastity in Islam and that 
adultery was punishable by the prescribed limit or haddh 
Marriage was respected in Islam and women were given their 


rights. 


Musaykah wept. She wept much and resolved to give up sin 
She had also heard about Allah's vast forgiveness and she was 
aware that the tears on her cheeks were tears of repentance. They 
were the first steps to tawbah (which is repentance). She had 
been compelled to do that which the people of Jahiliyah had 


approv ed 


She once heard a woman recite the following verse and she 
realized that the Qur’an guides to the right course 


2 tos -— 0 9s 24 oa < ye FRC Ar, = ic - "4 
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(3) eo)! Sete! 5 A) Ge Coal Jae ail 
Say, “O My servants who have been prodigal against 
themselves, despair not of Allah's mercy. Surely Allah forgives 
sins altogether. Surely He is the Forgiving, the Merciful. (39 : 


53) 


Musaykha had a question for the women whom she visited 
secretly, “What is Islam?” They told her that is a testimony that 
there is none worthy of worship other than Allah, Muhammad is 
His messenger, salah is to be established regularly, zakah is to be 
paid, fasts are to be kept in Ramadan and Hajj is to be 
performed by those who can. She heard of many things that can 
atone for sin and heard the Prophet's ,-l-) a+ i) J+ saying, 
“Surely Allah extends His hand in the night that the sinners of 
the day might repent and he extends His hand in the day that 
the sinners of the night might repent. This --- till the sun will 
rise from the west.” 


Musaykah pondered over it and saw through the deception 
of Ibn Salul. She resolved never again to commit sin at any cost. 
Equipped with this resolve she returned to Ibn Salul’s home. : 


Musaykah told Mu’ahad of her resolve and said that she was 
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prepared to endured Ibn Salul’s punishment.! Mu’adah said, 
too am with you. I have heard that Muhammad’s companions 
are willing to marry women whose homes are marked with red 
banners and that they disallow sexual gratification between 
unmarried people.” She cited the verse: 
st) | ob 3 Vy ESS y ah 26 Sf G5 ¥ SEY alpi 
; “> 2 ABBAS 


(3 ipa Je 23 pay 


The adulterer weds not but an adulteress or an associatoress. 
(24 : 3) 


Musaykah said that this verse was revealed concerning 
Umm Mahdun who was an indecent women. She sought the 
Prophet's --; + 5) J+ permission to marry a man but Jibirl 
brought these words to the Prophet +—+ «+ 2) Ju. 


SS Siren ee AI ay 
C3 ob YASS yi, 

And the adulteress — none weds her but and adulterer...2. (24 
: 3) 


Then each of them retired to her own room. 


Gradually, Ibn Salul’s income from this indecent business 
dwindled and he was worried about it. He questioned his 
supervisors and they blamed the Muslims and their Prophet 1- 
w-y «le «i! for abstaining from the evil. Ibn Salul went wild about 
it and said that not only his crown was denied but his business 
too was disturbed by the Prophet --; + 3) 1+ of Islam. “Why 
does he not leave us?” 


One day some tribesmen visited him for the indecent 
purpose and asked to provide them his choicest girls. He sent 
someone to fetch Musaykah and Mu’adhah, for, there was much 
money expected from these tribesmen. 


When his messenger came to her, Masaykah refused to 
commit sin again and said that she had repented to Allah and 
was mindless of the consequences at the hands of Ibn Salul. He 


1, Ashabun Nuzul. Naysaburi p 271. 
2. Ibid. 
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may cut her to pieces, if he like. This man returned to Ibn Salul 
who was intoxicated along with his guests. He told him in his 
ear that Musaykah had refused to comply with his orders. Ibn 
Salul did not let his guests get an idea of his predicament but 
came apart and told his man that Mulaykah will regret her 
words and come back disgraced. He went to her house and 
kicked the door open. She was offering the salah. The hypocrite 
pounced upon her and beat her black and blue but she did not 
even sigh. She knew Allah will forgive her. He turned back 
saying, “O Disobedient one, I will get you killed.” Someme of his 
henchmen protested, “O Abu Hibab, do not do it.” He raged 
“How do you say that? Muhammad’s ideas have intruded evey 
where in our affairs. But I will be patient. Yet, I will have her 
nose chopped off.” He went away with his henchmen 
Musaykah offered her flowing blood as expiation for her sin to 
Allah, “O Allah, let this wash off my sin!” 


Mu’athah came to her and comforted her. Much of the night 
passed away and they wondered how they should cope with the 
cruel man. Suddenly, Musaykah said, “O Mu’adhah! Tomorrow 
we will present ourselves to Allah's Messenger -l- ; ai J. and 
put our plight before him.” 


Accordingly, they set off for him early next morning. On the 
way, they met Sayyidina Abu Bakr «+ 4) .», and narrated to him 
their plight. He was deeply grieved. Then they met the noble 
Prophet .L-; te 3) 1 and recounted to him their tale of woes. 
Allah’s command was revealed: 


Bas CN; iy ii aes i aN) fb SSSA Y, 
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And constrain not your slave-girls to prostitution, if they 
desire to keep chaste, that you may seek the chance goods of 
the life of this world. And whosoever constrains them, then 
surely Allah is after their constraint, Forgiving, Merciful. (24 : 
33) 


The Qur'an said that their masters who compelled them to 
sin were responsible and real criminals. It also prescribed that if 
unmarried people commit adultery then they must be given a 
hundred stripes each. 
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The adulteress and the adulterer - scourge each one of the 
twain a hundred stripes. And let not tenderness for the twain 
seize you in regard to the law of Allah, if you believe in Allah 
and the last Day: and let a party of the Believers witness their 
chastisement. (24 : 2) 


As for the married adulterer or adulteress, the punishment is 
stoning to death. The Prophet -, ae ii J+ said about adultery, 
“It is an evil deed and income from it is the worst (income).”! 


The Prophet -; Je 4! J. forbid income of this sort through 
a female slave. Both Musaykah and Mu’adhah sr ii 
observed the verse of the Qur’an revealed about them and they 
could not keep back their tears out of joy. Their repentance was 
accepted. Never must anyone despair of Allah's mercy. They fell 
down in prostration and expressed gratitude to Allah. This is 
how they associated themselves with the true and pure people. 
The news spread among the people and the curtain was lifted 
from falsehood and the owner of evil business, they received 
threat of a fire whose fuel are men and stone. But, the hypocrite 
failed to make a repentance. Rather, he repeated words of the 
Jahiliyah and of Abu Jahl and said, “Muhammad interferes in 
our private affairs, and has subdued us there too.” 


This is the story of one of the women mentioned in the 
Qur'an. She was compelled to a life of sin but Allah delivered 
her from punishment and forgave her all her past sins. What a 
pure and beautiful religion, What a pure and beautiful religion, 
Islam is! Islam guides to the lawful. The lawful life of a husband 
and woman procreates pious children on whom they take pride. 
They all obey Allah and His Messenger -l-; te 3! J and attain 
an enviable station. 


1. Ahmad, Abu Dawood. 
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Believing Muhajir Women 
Allah says: 


ye 
{es holt sears vA ware SS 77 +> 
ale rf Ch poe ayy CS. 5 “(2A (3) lyale oll ls 


D G2 fh x eae ay OEY 28 AOSV ONO oar 
om Ys AJAY JT Jy OR Ga Aycele of Geb 


4444 . A-% ~a SrA cae - £ 
Bye “ls 13) SapSe cl 1 Ke eas Seer | 1 Le ab» £9 (ys ay ce 
r a. Gah 


AS ial C iecd, Aaal Geass poe SSS 
C5 2S A tity Kea hee Sie 


O you who believer, when believing women come to you as 
emigrants, examine them. Allah knows best their faith. Then if 
you know them to be (true) believers send them not back to 
the disbelievers. These (women) are not lawful for them (the 
disbelievers), nor are those (men) lawful for them. And give 
them (the disbelievers) what they have spent (on them). And 
there will be no blame on you if you marry them when you 
have paid them their dowers. And hold not to ties (of 
marriage) of disbelieving women, and ask for (there turn of) 
what you have spent (on them) and let them (the disbelievers) 
ask for what they have spent. That is Allah's judgment; He 
judges between you, And Allah is knower, wise. ( 60 : 10) 


Sayyidah Umm Kulthum bint Uqbah ibn Abdul Mu’it was a 
muhajir woman. She had embraced Islam in Makkah and was a 
deeply practicing Muslim. Her mother was Arwi bint Kurz ibn 
Zama’ ah.! 


Narrators of Ahadith do not know of any other Quraysh 
woman besides Sayyidah Umm Kultham {y+ 4\ +, bint Uqbah? 
who had migrated for the cause of Allah and his Messenger 
leaving behind her parents. She feared fro her religion being a 


1. AL-Isabah v 4 p 1475. 
2. Tabagat Ibn Sa’d. 
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woman. So she preferred to remain in the Prophet's protection 
She emigrated not for a husband or property after she came out 
of a trial. She had no husband to protect her nor son to support 
her. The Qur’an narrates her story of trial. 


Day of Hudaybiyah: 


The Prophet -; ii J+ decided to visit Makkah only to 
visit the Ka’bah. He had no intention to fight. He commanded 
the Muslims to join him in case the disbelievers attacked him or 
prevented his visit. But the villagers or desert Arabs did not like 
it on the pretext of not visiting a people who had fought the 
Prophet --; «Je i! J+ and martyred his sahabah «+ 4! .>,. They 
excused themselves in order that they might look after their 
families and properties. So the Prophet --) le 3) J. went with 
the Muhajirs, Ansars and those a’rabis who joined him. They 
only had swords in their sheaths and he had taken the hadi 
along with him that people may not imagine that he had come to 
fight. Hadi is the animal that a pilgrim presents to Allah in the 
Haram when he performs umrah. He took the hadi that the 
Quraysh might know that his intention was only to perform 
tawaf and sa’i between Safa and Marwah. 


The Quraysh learnt of the Prophet's journey well before he 
was there and they took their army to stop him from coming to 
Makkah. They swore that they would not permit him entry into 
Makkah. Bishr ibn Sufyan «+ 5! 2, met the Prophet -l-y ae ai 1 
and informed him that the Quraysh were armed to the teeth and 
encamped in the valleys of Makkah. He regretted the attitude of 
the Makkans, “What do they lose if they do not interfere 
between me and all Arabs?” He said, “If they come to me, their 
desire would be fulfilled. If Allah helps me, they will join Islam 
in large numbers .......... I will fight for this religion for which 
Allah has sent me till it is supreme or my head is cut off.” He 
then asked if anyone could lead them through an infrequented 
path where the Quraysh might not be found.! A man 
volunteered and took them throngh a difficult path and the 
Prophet -l-, le 4) 1+ commanded his Sahabah «+ 5\ >, to keep 
to the right. Thus, when the Quraysh observed dust raised by 


!. Tarikh Tabari. 
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the riders, they hastened back to Makkah to prevent the 
Prophet's -L-; «le «ii J» entry through the infrequented path 


At Hudaybiyah, the Prophet's ,1-, ue | J+ she-camel set 
down and he said, “He who had stopped the elephant has 
stopped the she- camel. I will do everything that the Quraysh 
wants me to do if there is joining of ties of relationship in that. 
He waited to hear what the Quraysh intended to do till someone 
came to him and said that the Quraysh harbored the same ill- 
will and conspired against him, but Allah's wish will reign 
supreme. 


The Prophet -L-s «te | J» asked Umar «+ 4) .», to go to them 
and tell them of his intentions to perform ummrah. But, he said, 
“They hate me and I fear for my life among them. There is no 
one to offer me protection. But Uthman ibn Affan has relatives in 
Makkah. They will protect him. “ So the Prophet's -L-; te 3) le 
sent him and he conveyed the Prophet's ,1-, te | 1» message to 
the nobles of Makkah, but they offered to let him perform the 
towaf. He refused to take their offer without the Prophet's i J- 
rL-; «le making tawaf. Here, the Muslims were told that Uhaman 
«s i) 2, was martyred, so they swore allegiance at the hands of 
the Prophet .l-, «+ i 1» under a tree to wage jihad. Then they 
learnt that he was safe and worked for peace. 


The Quraysh sent Suhayl ibn Amr to the Prophet J 3\ 1. 
-L-» and the peace treaty was concluded between them. Its text 
is: 

O Allah, we begin with Your name. This (treaty of) peace is 
concluded between Muhammad ibn Abdullah and Suhayl ibn 
Amr. There will be no war for ten years to allow people to 
remain in peace. If anyone from the Quraysh side goes over to 
Muhammad without permission of his guardian then he will 
be returned to his guardians. If anyone of Muhammad's side 
comes over to the Quraysh, then he will not be returned. 
There will be no theft or betrayal of each other. If anyone else 
wishes to take part in this agreement from Muhammad’s side 
then he is allowed and if anyone wises to take part from the 
side of Quraysh then he can do it. 1 


1 Tarikh Tabari. 
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We had to refer to this peace treaty before we spoke more 
about Sayyidah Umm Kulthumys 4) .~, . She was sitting 
listening to her brother Umarah speak about the peace of 
Hudaybiyah. On the face of it, the Quraysh seemed to have had 
the upper hand, so the sahabah «« al 2) raised objections but 
the Prophet --, te 4! 1 told them that Allah would help them 
and protect them. 


Sayyidah Umm Kulthum was lost in her thoughts. She made 
a resolve in her heart and only Allah knew of it. She resolved to 
go to Madinah to take cover under the Prophet's -; «le a!) J 
mercy. Her emigration would be only for Allah’s sake and there 
was no worldly ambition motivation her resolve. 


The Prophet's --; «le 4! l- migration had taken place many 
years ago and Muslims had gained a number of victories during 
that period. But this treaty scared Sayyidah Umm Kulthum _~, 
ig© «i! very much, for, the clauses therein meant that she could 
not migrate to Madinah forever. She entrusted her affair to Allah 
to guide her to the right path, for the Prophet .-y ua i) Jo 
would never break his promise. She had no alternative but to 
take recourse to the writings of the Qur’an on palm leaves that 
she had retained and hid from the Makkan disbelievers. She 
gained nearness to Allah through recital of the Qur’an inscribed 
thereon. 


She longed to travel to Madinah and secluded herself in her 
home. Who cold take her there and protect her from the 
oppressors? Who would take this responsibility? 


Suddenly, she thought of a man of Khuza’i who had become 
a Muslim and was enduring harassment of the disbelievers ever 
since. She went to his place and spoke to him unseen by the 
disbelieving Quraysh. This man agreed to her suggestion and 
they decided to meet at Tan’im at a certain time.! So, she went 
out of her house unknown to her brothers Umarah and Walid. 


In the morning when dawn cast itself over Makkah and light 
emerged from the east, Sayyidah Umm Kulthum was on the 
path to Tan’im. She had water and provision of the journey on 
her beast and she also had another she-camel unladen with any 
luggage. The Khuza’i was there waiting for her. He took the 


|. Isabah, Isti‘ab. 
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reins and led her all through till they could see in the distance 
the date palm tress of Madinah. 


Meanwhile, news of their departure spread throughout 
Makkah. Both her brothers hurried to catch up with her and 
prevent her from reaching the Prophet -l-; J i) 1+. But, that 
was not possible. They had already made it to the source of light 
When Umarah and Walid arrived in Madinah, they walked 
towards the Masjid Nabawi to meet the Prophet -; Je 3) J 
Sayyidah Umm Kulthum was terrified on learning of the arrival 
of her brothers. She thought that if the Prophet -, ue 3) J. 
abided by the provisions of the treaty, he would hand her over 
to her brothers who would take her to Makkah and torture her 
and might even kill her because she had forsaken them as well 


as their religion. 


The brothers reminded the Prophet ,-l-; + «i! J» of the treaty 
and demanded that he hand their sister over to them. When the 
Prophet -L-, «le 4) 1+ told her of her brothers’ complaint, she 
pleaded that she was a woman and weak and if he returned her 
to them, the religion would be put to danger and she might not 
endure.’ It was then that Allah revealed this verse, exempting 
women from the purview of the treaty. 
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O you who believer, when believing women come to you as 
emigrants, examine them. Allah knows best their faith. Then if 
you know them to be (true) believers send them not back to 
the disbelievers. These (Women) are not lawful for them (the 
disbelievers), nor are those (men) lawful for them. And give 
them (the disbelievers) what they have spent (on them). And 
there will be no blame on you if you marry them when you 


1. Zahabi. 
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We had to refer to this peace treaty before we spoke more 
about Sayyidah Umm Kulthumys 4) 2, . She was sitting 
listening to her brother Umarah speak about the peace of 
Hudaybiyah. On the face of it, the Quraysh seemed to have had 
the upper hand, so the sahabah «+ | 2, raised objections but 
the Prophet ,L-; «te ti 1+ told them that Allah would help them 
and protect them. 


Sayyidah Umm Kulthum was lost in her thoughts. She made 
a resolve in her heart and only Allah knew of it. She resolved to 
go to Madinah to take cover under the Prophet's .1-; ue a! J. 
mercy. Her emigration would be only for Allah's sake and there 
was no worldly ambition motivation her resolve. 


The Prophet's -L-; le 4! 1. migration had taken place many 
years ago and Muslims had gained a number of victories during 
that period. But this treaty scared Sayyidah Umm Kulthum _~, 
igs «1 very much, for, the clauses therein meant that she could 
not migrate to Madinah forever. She entrusted her affair to Allah 
to guide her to the right path, for the Prophet --y uw 4) J. 
would never break his promise. She had no alternative but to 
take recourse to the writings of the Qur’an on palm leaves that 
she had retained and hid from the Makkan disbelievers. She 
gained nearness to Allah through recital of the Qur’an inscribed 
thereon. 


She longed to travel to Madinah and secluded herself in her 
home. Who cold take her there and protect her from the 
oppressors? Who would take this responsibility? 


Suddenly, she thought of a man of Khuza’i who had become 
a Muslim and was enduring harassment of the disbelievers ever 
since. She went to his place and spoke to him unseen by the 
disbelieving Quraysh. This man agreed to her suggestion and 
they decided to meet at Tan’im at a certain time.' So, she went 
out of her house unknown to her brothers Umarah and Walid. 


In the morning when dawn cast itself over Makkah and light 
emerged from the east, Sayyidah Umm Kulthum was on the 
path to Tan‘im. She had water and provision of the journey on 
her beast and she also had another she-camel unladen with any 
luggage. The Khuza‘i was there waifing for her. He took the 


|. Isabah, Isti‘ab: 
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reins and led her all through till they could see in the distance 
the date palm tress of Madinah. 


Meanwhile, news of their departure spread throughout 
Makkah. Both her brothers hurried to catch up with her and 
prevent her from reaching the Prophet -L-; 3) J+. But, that 
was not possible. They had already made it to the source of light 
When Umarah and Walid arrived in Madinah, they walked 
towards the Masjid Nabawi to meet the Prophet -L-, + i) J 
Sayyidah Umm Kulthum was terrified on learning of the arrival 
of her brothers. She thought that if the Prophet .-y ue i) J- 
abided by the provisions of the treaty, he would hand her over 
to her brothers who would take her to Makkah and torture her 
and might even kill her because she had forsaken them as well 
as their religion. 


The brothers reminded the Prophet ,-L-; + i) 1+ of the treaty 
and demanded that he hand their sister over to them. When the 
Prophet ly «te i t+ told her of her brothers’ complaint, she 
pleaded that she was a woman and weak and if he returned her 
to them, the religion would be put to danger and she might not 
endure.’ It was then that Allah revealed this verse, exempting 
women from the purview of the treaty. 


ae 
1 en 4 Zee Amt (3.5 


aes 4 


47 fe 


EL BH teode ii ale Sail (els 


J coe et oS 4 ° dd 7 4 bevy ore 7 
om Ys eae J} Ary Si ois rele dB iil 


ZS sare ay 


~ % Bry vs 476 4 =< “ wake s 
Gayle 1) Gaps ol SEE CY) Ai E C angles bd 
€ 


.. Ais i go its aa ae 


BO 7 Aste a gn 4s 9% 

ORE ple als ‘ re as| < 
O you who believer, when believing women come to you as 
emigrants, examine them. Allah knows best their faith. Then if 
you know them to be (true) believers send them not back to 
the disbelievers. These (Women) are not lawful for them (the 
disbelievers), nor are those (men) lawful for them. And give 
them (the disbelievers) what they have spent (on them). And 
there will be no blame on you if you marry them when you 


1. Zahabi. 
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have paid them their dowers. And hold not to ties (of 
marriage) of disbelieving women, and ask for (the return of) 
what you have spent (on them) and let them (the disbelievers) 
ask for what they have spent. That is Allah's judgment; he 
judges between you, And Allah is knower, wise. ( 60 : 10) 


[hese words were revealed. They also call for examining the 
women (for their faith). Other women who came after her were 
pleased with this verse. The Prophet .l-; Je 3) J+ had examined 
Umma Kulthum \~ 4! .~) and the other women too. 


Sayyidah Ayshah \s 4! .», mentioned the bay’ah 
(allegiance) of women. She said that the Prophet J-, J a) J 
observed this verse and took examination of the women. When a 
woman met the conditions, then she was required to repeat 
whatever the Prophet -1-; «+ 4! 1» said. She said, “By Allah, the 
Prophet's hand never touched a woman. Rather, the bay’ah was 
only in words.! 


He used to say, “Call Allah to witness that love of Allah, the 
messenger and Islam has driven you out of your home; not love 
of your husband or wealth.” When they made this declaration, 
these women were not returned to the disbelievers? 


Sayyidah Umm Kulthum \+ 4! 2, was also one of these 
sacred people who emigrated only for the sake of Islam. She had 
no worldly motive prompting her. When she was peaceful and 
calm, she married Sayyidina Zayd ibn Harithah «+ 4) 2. When 
he was martyred in the Battle of Mutah, she Married Sayyidina 
Abdur Rahman Ibn Awf «+ 4! +, and they had two sons 
Ibrahim and Hamid (or Humayd). After he died, she married 
Sayyidina Amr ibn al-Aas «+ 4 .2, And, in the times of 
Sayyidina Ali «+ 4) ~»,as Khalifah, she died. 


She narrated ten Ahadith, one of which finds place in Bukhari 
and Muslim. 


Sayyidah Umm Kulthum + 4) +, was blessed with the 
wealth of Islam. She preserved it during her stay among the 
disbelievers. She was the first muhajir woman to emigrate from 
Makkah to Madinah for the sake of Islam. Some narrators go so 


1 Bukhari. 
2 Tabgat Ibn Sa’d. 
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far as to say that she traveled the entire distance on foot. May 
Allah have mercy on her! 


UF! doe 3 igle ad. 


May peace be on her in the perpetual paradise 
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have paid them their dowers. And hold not to ties (of 
marriage) of disbelieving women, and ask for (the return of) 
vhat you have spent (on them) and let them (the disbelievers) 
ask for what they have spent. That is Allah's judgment; he 
judges between you, And Allah is knower, wise. ( 60: 10) 


These words were revealed. They also call for examining the 
women (for their faith). Other women who came after her were 
pleased with this verse. The Prophet -, J ii J+ had examined 
Umma Kulthum \ 4! ~, and the other women too. 


Sayyidah Ayshah s+ 4! <2, mentioned the bay’ah 
(allegiance) of women. She said that the Prophet 1-; we i) 1. 
observed this verse and took examination of the women. When a 
woman met the conditions, then she was required to repeat 
whatever the Prophet -l-; le 4! J+ said. She said, “By Allah, the 
Prophet's hand never touched a woman. Rather, the bay’ah was 


only in words.! 


He used to say, “Call Allah to witness that love of Allah, the 
messenger and Islam has driven you out of your home; not love 
of your husband or wealth.” When they made this declaration, 
these women were not returned to the disbelievers? 


Sayyidah Umm Kulthum + 4! 2, was also one of these 
sacred people who emigrated only for the sake of Islam. She had 
no worldly motive prompting her. When she was peaceful and 
calm, she married Sayyidina Zayd ibn Harithah «+ 4) .»,. When 
he was martyred in the Battle of Mutah, she Married Sayyidina 
Abdur Rahman Ibn Awf «+ 4! 2, and they had two sons 
Ibrahim and Hamid (or Humayd). After he died, she married 
Sayyidina Amr ibn al-Aas «+ 4! .», And, in the times of 
Sayyidina Ali «+ 4! .2,as Khalifah, she died. 


She narrated ten Ahadith, one of which finds place in Bukhari 
and Muslim. 


Sayyidah Umm Kulthum \+ 4) 2, was blessed with the 
wealth of Islam. She preserved it during her stay among the 
disbelievers. She was the first muhajir woman to emigrate from 
Makkah to Madinah for the sake of Islam. Some narrators go so 


1 Bukhari. 
2 Tabgat Ibn Sa’d. 
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far as to say that she traveled the entire distance on foot. May 
Allah have mercy on her! 


MF! dm d Lele al 


May peace be on her in the perpetual paradise. 
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Ansar 


Bay’ah 
Charpoy 
Hadd 
Hadi 


Hajj 


Haram 


Iddah 


Jahiliyah 
Khalifah 
Kisra 
Muhajir 
Qaysar 
Sadagah 
Sa’i 
Salah 


: Indian bedstead. 


‘An animal offered as sacrifice by a pilgrim and 


: Pilgrimage to the Ka’bah at appointed dates 


Glossary 


: We belong to Allah and to Him is our return 
: May Allah be pleased with him / her / them. 
: May blessings of Allah and peace be on him 
: On his be peace 


: There is no god but Allah 


Muslim residents of Madinah who welcomed 
the Muhajirs 


Oath of allegiance 


Prescribed limit, prescribed punishment. 
brought by them from homeland. 


includes standing at Arafah. 


: Sacred precinct. 


Waiting period of woman after death of her 
husband, or after divorce. 


Pre-Islamic days. 


: Caliph 


King of Iran. 


Emigrant 


: King of Rome. 
: Charity. 
: The rounds between Safa and Marwah. 


° oc > 
: Regular prayer. 
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Sa’i 
Salah 


: We belong to Allah and to 


: Indian bedstead. 
: Prescribed limit, prescribed punishment. 


:An animal offered as sacrifice by a pilgrim and 


: Pilgrimage to the Ka’bah at appointed dates 


Glossary 


Him is our return 


: May Allah be pleased with him / her / them. 
: May blessings of Allah and peace be on him 


: On his be peace 


: There is no god but Allah 


Muslim residents of Madinah who welcomed 
the Muhajirs 


: Oath of allegiance. 


brought by them from homeland. 


includes standing at Arafah. 


Sacred precinct. 


:Waiting period of woman after death of her 


husband, or after divorce. 


: Pre-Islamic days. 


Caliph 


: King of Iran. 

: Emigrant 

: King of Rome. 

: Charity. 

: The rounds between Safa and Marwah. 


- Ro > 
: Regular prayer. 
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Sayyidah 
Sayyidina 


Talaq 
Tawaf 
Tawbah 
Umrah 


Walimah 
Zakah 
Zihar 


: Title of respect for women (‘the honorable’). 


: (‘Our Master,’ ‘the honorable’) title of respect for 
men 


Divorce. 
: Circumambulation of the Ka’bah. 
: Repentance. 


Lesser pilgrimage to the Ka’bah 
worship) 


(optonal act of 


: Wedding feast. 
: Prescribed charity 


: Likening the wife to the back of his mother 
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